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one oceasion when I was at Rottnest a part
of the foreshore.was fenced off against the
people who visited the island. That was the
part leading from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor s residence. - I thought that was an un-
warrantable interference. with the rights of
the people, and it was a step to which I
strongly- objected. -People had to.go up
from the jetty ardd pass.tound the back of
the residence, instead’ of taking a short cut,
because the foreshore- was fenced: off in_ this
way. .I have - -every regard for the board,
which I think'-is Yoing ‘good work. At-the
same time, we need to be very careful before

. we give away any rights in our parks and

reserves. 1 'hope, if the” House does pass the
Bill, it will not extend “the term during
which thé leases Jnay” be granted

On motian by, Hon 3.11' E. H. Wlttenoom
debate ad]ourned . i

BILL—BROOM'_E RA.TES VALIDATION
. Seeond Reading. '
MINISTER' TOR . EDUCATION

H. P. Colebatech—East) [4.48] in
On the 1st

The
(Hun
moving the. second reading said:

January last-year the municipality. of Bropmée - . :

was' dissolved, and the municipal distriet. be-
came merged it the Broome road board dis-
triet.
1918, the Broome munigipality purported to
levy rates for the municipal area in the year
~eommene¢ing ' thé 1st Oectober, 1918, On the
dissolution of the municipali'ty these rates,
with afl other asséts of the municipality,
passed over’ to the.road board; which also
todk over all liabilities of the mummpa.ht.y
It has since transpired that the mayor of the
municipality for the time being omitted to
initial the pages of the rate book and pub-
lish.a copy of the rate in the méwspaper.
These two things were omitted. Therefaore,

the road board when they took over - found -

that they could not enforce the rates for
that period, that was thé period between 'ths
1st Qctober, 1918, and the’ 1st January, 1919.
* Thé purpose of this Bill i to rectify that
omission and validate the rates ft')r that

" iperiod, - I move—

. That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed. A

. Bill read a second time. - __,'
i " In Committee, et.e -

- * Bill passed through Commlttee without de-
bate, reported without ; amendment, and the
report adopted. R

ADJOURNMENT_STATE OF BUST- o
NESS

The
(Hon. H. ¥. Colebatch—East) [4.51]:
view of the state of the Notice Paper, I pro-
pose to ask hon. members to ,adjourn for a
few days, With regard to the two motions,

In December- of the previous year, -

MINISTER FOE EDUCATION |’
.In
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the débates oh which we have adjourned, it is
desired that certain hon. members should be
present to take part in the debates.. I know
‘that other hon. members -wish to have an op-
portunity of reading the report of the Prices
Regulation Commission before proceeding -
with the debate on that subject. The -other
Bills are not quite rea.dy It is thé intention
of the Colonial Treasurer to presemt his
Budget durmg next week, probably on Tues-

day, and in view of the position generally,

I move—

- That the House at its rising’ adjourn
.. until Tuesday, the 2lst Septsmb'e}"._

‘ . Q,ueshon put and passed.

House ad;oumed at 458 p. m

leglﬁlatme Hssemblp,
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The SPEAKER took the Chan- at 430

.p.m., and read prdyers.

.

QUESTION——INDUSTRIES ASSIST-
. +ANCE BOARD. .

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the- Pr'emier: 1,

When will farimers working under the In.

dustriezs, “Assistance Board ‘receive state-

* ments “of“their accounts for ‘the year. ended

31st March last 2, When will the distri-
‘bution .of moneys. held by ‘the: Board on ac.

-count. of creditors :and -others for -the samg

year take placet - -+ 1+ .-

" The PREMIER rephed 1, ‘On comp]e-
tion of the dmtnbunon of proceeds. 2, Dis-
tribution is mow pmc&edmg, and it is anti-
cxpated that it will be ediripleted. 'by ths end
of the present month ‘
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" QUESTION—CHARITIES TAX.
Mr. GREEN asked the Premier: Is it _his_
intention to introduce a' charities tax this
session, and so. do away with the present

unsatisfactory over-]al_)pi.ng of publie ap- .

peals?
The PREMIER replied: The

matter has
‘not been considered, '

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. ANGELO, leave of ab-
sence for four weeks granted to Mr, Durack
(Kimberley) or the ground of urgent private
business. -

On motion by Mr, HARDWICK, leave of
absence for four weeks granted to Mr. Tees-
dale (Roebourne) on the ground of urgent
private business, .

- MOTION—FOREST ACT REGULATION,
TO DISALLOW.

Mr, MULLANY (Menzies) [4.35] K I
move— |
That regulation No. 5 made under the
provisions of the Forests Act, 1918, deal-
ing with the taking or removal of sandal-
wood under fourteen inches in circumfer-
ence, published in the f‘Government
Gazette’” of the 23rd April, 1920, and
laid upon the Table of the Hounse on the
10th August, 1920, be disallowed.

I must express keen regret that the Minister
for Forests, undsr whose direction this regu-
lation is sought to be enforced, is not to-day
present in the House. Under the Forests
Act it is provided—

Such regulations shall be laid before
both Houses of Parliament within 14 days
after publication, if Parliament iz in ses-
gion and, if not, then within 14 days after
the commencement of the next session. If
either House of Parliament passes a reso-
lution at any time within ome month after
any such regulation has been laid before it
disallowing auch regulation, then the same
shall thereupon eease to have effect.

The regulation in gquestion was laid on the
Table on the 10th August and, as the period
of one month will expire during the next few,
days, I ask the Premier to agree to this dis-
cussion being carried to a conclusion to-day.
Failing that, I should like an assurance that
the expiration of the period will not prevent
a disallowanee of the regulation., I would
like to know from the Fremier whether that
provision of the Act can be waived. . -

The FPremier; Either one thing or the
other will be done.

Mr. MULLANY: Immediately the regula-
tion was laid on the Table, I gave notice of
my motion, and this is the first opportunity
T have had to discuss the matter. My object-
in bringing forward the motion is to prevent
any injustice being done to a considerable
gection of residents of this Btate, more par-
ticularly those upon the northern goldfields
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areas, The northern goldficlds areas for a
considerable time past have been producing
a large quantity of sandalwood, and the his-
tory of the industry in this State has been
interesting indeed. We have figures which
show that the trade has been carried on for
a period of about 60 yedrs. As far back as
1860, we find the first record of sandalwood
having been exported; the quantity sent away
in that year having been 1,687 tons. The
‘‘Pocket Year Book'' quotes the figures
for one year in each decade up to 1900. In
the year 1900 the quantity exported was
4,095 tons, In 1901 the quantity was 8,864
tons, and in 1902, 7,995 tons. The figures
are given for each year since then. In 1919
the quantity exported was 8,988 tons, and
the average export for the last 20 years has
been over 6,000 tons a year. The total quan-
tify exported from the State up to the end
of lagt year was 132,000 tons, of a value of
£2,827,036, The pamphlet just issued by the
Foreatry Department makes reference to the
industry Tand gives the total quantity ex-
ported to the end of Junme, 1919, as 32,360
tons. This is obviously a mistake, as the
total is 132,000 tona. have some figures
from the Menzies railway station, showing
the importance of the industry during an
unfortunate period of depression in the gold-
mining industry in those northern areas. The
quantity of samdalwood sent through the
Menzies station was in November last 124
tons, jn Degember 145 fong, in January 174
tons, and during the first three weeks of
February 140 tons—a total of 583 tons for
that period of a little over three months, Tt
is hard to caleulate the henefit of the trade
to this particular district during that time.
That quantity of nearly 600 tons covered a
period of a little over three months and if
was worth £10 per ton clear to that district.
All the stations north of Kalgoorlie, namely
Comet Vale, Kookynie, Laverton, and Leon-
ora, and, lower down the line, Sounthern
Cross, Bulifinch, and other old goldfields
mining towns, have been’ carried through a
very trying period of their existence owing
to the faet that sandalwood has been avail-
able and has heen bringing a reasonable
price in those districts. The £10 per ton to
which T referred ia cleat of all freight and
Toyalty and other expenses. The exporta for
a number of years past have averaged 6,000
fona per year and, from information I have
gathered, I believe Western Australia has
now practically a monopely of sandalwood.
In years gone by Mysore, in India, and
Queensland produced a certain guantity. The
exportations from. Queensland, however, have
fallen so low that during the year ended
June, 1919, they totalled only 500 tous, so
that apparently supplies in Queensiand and
in other parts of the world have been praeti-
cally depleted, and Western Awnstralia has a
monopoly. Many people, particnlarly those
engaged in pulling the sandalwood in the
bush, are agitating for the Government to
consider the question of nationalising or tak-
ing eontrol of this industry. While I believe
it would be a sound proposition for the Gov-
ernment to nationalise the industry, I do not
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propose to discuss 'that aspect at present.
An  alternative proposition has also been
suggested that, failing nationalisation of the
industry, a pool on the lines of the wheat
pdol should be established to control this
cemmodity which, as we know, has not been
used to any exbent in Austraha but the value
of which lies entirely in the overseas demand
for it. We have been assured by the Mipis-
ter for Woods and Forests that exbaustive
inquiries are being made into this aspect of
the sandalwood tirade, and that there is a
probability of something of the kind being
done. However, even if the Government de-
cide to take over the control of the industry
altogether, or to form a pool, the objeet I
have in view to-day would not be effected.
My object this afternoon is to defeat the
regulation which the Forestry Department
desire to enforce limiting the size at which
sandalwood can be pulled. My attention was
first drawn to this regulation by an adver.
tisement which appeared in the Press of this
State early in February last, reading—

Tenders, endorsed ‘‘Tender No, 14/20,7?
addressed to the Conservator of Forests,
Perth, will be received up fo 11 a.m. on
Monda}, the 23rd Febrmary, 1920, for a
permit, under timber regulation -No.‘ 40, to
cut and remove sandal wood on and from
a large area of land in Western Australia.
Tenders to be on a royalty basis per ton
of marketable sandalwood obtained; be-
tween 250 and 500 tons of sandalwoed to
be obtained per month, Tenders to he ae-
.companied by a deposit of £65. The
highest or any tender not necessarily ae-

¢epted. Further information and -partieu-’

lars of area obtainable from the Conser-
vator of Forests, Perth, 'or the Forest
- Rangers at Kalgoorlie and Albany, or the
. Government Land Agent at Geraldton.
Some of my constituents being interested in
the sandalwood industry, I ealled at the For-
estry Department in order to ascertain the
conditions of comtract. -“This-advertisement,
calling for tenders for practically the whole
of the sandalwood areas of Western Aus-
tralia, struck me as most peculiar. In reply
to my- inquiry I was handed across the counn-
ter of the Forestry Department the foltow-
ing conditions of.contract:—

Any permit which' may be issiued will
give to the permit-holder the exélusive
right to obtain sandalwood from Crown
lands as interpreted in Clause 4 of the
Forests Aet, 1918, within the area bor-
dered red on ‘the map of Western Angtralia
produced to tenderer.

The area bordered red upon the map com-
prmes the whole of the sandalwood produc-
ing areas of the State. Therefore the pro-
posal was to hand over to one firm or one

individval, the suecessful tenderer, absolite -

control 43 regards who would and who wonld
not be allowed to get sandalweod in the
kush in any portion of the State. The con-
ditions also state—
Any permit issued will be under timber
regulation No. 14 in foree under the pro-
vigsiong of the Foresta Act, 1918, and will
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be in the forin of an agreement drawn up

between myself—— :
¢“Myself”’ being the Conservator oi For-
.ests— .
and the suecessful tenderer, who w:ll be
ealled the permit-holder. -‘The permit-
holder will pay a deposit equal to one
month’s royalty. Royalty will be inc¢reased
by 15 per cent., provided that if payment
be made within the current mounth in which
accounts are rendered a discount equal to
the inereased royalty will be allowed.. The
permit-holder will engage to pay the san-
.dalwood getters at least £9 per ton on rails
Fremantle, free of royalty. This price will
be subject to revision from time to time,
Af that period, I believe, the price of san-
dalwood delivered at Fremantle was about
£13 per ton; it was eertainly not less. Yet
here” was a proposal to hand over to the
successful tenderer the right to say who
should be permitted, and inecidentally who
should not be permitted, to go on the forest
Jands of thiz State and pull sandalwood to
be paid for at £9 per ton, the current price
of the commodity being £13 per ton at Fre-
mantle.

The Premier: But that was only the mini-
mum price.

Mr. MULLANY: Yes, that was the mini-
mum price; and here iz the safeguard with
reference to that minimum—

All books of account relating to the
business of obfaining sandalwood, payment
of entters, and export of the wood " over-
seas, will be open to inspection by a per_
son ruthorised by myself. .

A further clause of the conditions of con-
traet says—

No sandalwood may be ent unless it is
15 inches at least in circnmference three
feet from the ground,

In an interview I had with the Conaervator
of Forests at the time, I pointed out the ab-

surdity of thig regu]atmn as applying to
goldfields sandalwood areas. I stated what I
knew from personal kmowledge and also
from documentary ev1dence, that sandalwood
does not attain such a size on the goldfields
before it has reached maturity. The Conser-
vator definitely assured me that no one need
worry about thé insertion of that condition.
He told me what was news to me, that this
limitation had been a condition of the issne
of sandalwood licenses ever since sandalwood
had first been takeén from the forests of this
State. His impression waa that in the early
days, when sandalwood was obtained in.
what are now the agrieultural and pastoral
areas of this State and ii those areas at-
tained a comsiderably larger size than on the
goldfields, the restriction was necessary. He
stated that so far as he knew it had not

been enforeed, and he again definitely as-

sured me that there was no intention of en-
forcing it in the. future. I accepted the
Conservator’s word; as a member of this
House interviewing a departmental head [
was entitled to do so. Travelling sbortly
afterwards through my-own and ad]ommg
eiectorates where sandalwood is obtained,
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informed the sandalwood getters that I had
- the Conservator’s definite assurance that this
particolar regulation would not be enforced,
it being merely a bit of obsolete machmery
I shall have more to say on that aspéct later,
As many members will récollect, publm
opinion was strongly mpressed by the ealling
for tenders, and there was such’ objection
taken to the letting of the proposed contract
.to any private individual or firm that the
Government at the last moment withdrew
from the buginess. In lien of going on with
the tenders, the Government decided to in-
crease the roy’alty on sandalwgod from the
figure at which it had a.lways stood, namely,
58. per ‘ton, to £2 per tom, which amount ia
being paid to-day, Most of those engaged
in the sandalwood industry say quite
frankly that 5s. per ton waa probably too
low, but they all say with equal frankness,
and far more foreibly, that 'a royalty of £2
per ton is too high.

The Premier: That i3 not what T waa told
at Kalgoorle,

Mr. MULLANY: I am telling the House
what the men aetually engaged in the
industry bhave told me. I have at wvarious
times pointed out to them that therz would
be¢ no need to worry about the royalty im-
posed if the Government would take steps

th see that the comsumer of the commodity

in China was made to pay the higher roy-
alty as an increased cost of productlon I
am unable to say whether that is being
done or not. Ir faet,-it is extremely difi:
eult to say who is paying the royalty. I
hear varying expressions of opinion on .the
point from people who profess to be con-
versant with the matter. Some say that
the sandalwood getter, and no ome else, is
paying the royalty. Others assert that’ if
the royalty were abolished to-morrow, there
, would be an immediate reduction in the
price of sandalwood by the £2 per ton.* I do
not know for certain what would happen,
but il seems to me that no serious attempt
has been made by the Government, since
impoging the  increased royalty, to en-
deavour to pass on the amount of the in-
creased cost to the consumer in Ching, We
have some evidence, though perhaps not
-very conclusive evidence, with regard to
the matter. When the royalty was raised
in February last, the price at Fremantle
waa £14 or £15 per ton. . Tt is now down to
£12 per ton; £12 is the highest price obtain-
able. Who was paying the royalty I am,
in the eircumatances, unable to say. Unless
the Governmend let the Honse know that
they are taking effective steps to protect

tlie sandalwood getter snd make the c¢on-

sumer in China pay the royalty, that
aspect of the trade might well form the
subject-matter of another motion here. As
regards the establishment of a pool, which
some people advocate, I have here a long
statement by the Minister for Woods ani
Forests, dealing with various methods to
stabilise and organise the industry. The
Minister strongly favoured at that time—I
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em unable to say whether he does so now
or not—the letting of a concession to aome
firm or individual who would take control
of " the samndalwood' industry.

Mr, Green: When 'was the
statement issued?

Mr. MULLANY: Durmg ‘February last.
The Minister  winds up this statement as
follows—

If, under the propos_ed system, the

. permit-holder can be so controlled as to
. be practically in the position of an agent
+0f the "Government ‘for the. disposal of
this national wealth, the . benefits that

will assuredly .accrue ‘to the State in

general and the cutter in particular, are

very great. The only ‘method other than

the izssue of a permit by public tender so

{ar suggested that would achieve the

objeets of the Government, is the estab-

- lishment of a control pool. Further con-

sideration is being given to this aspect

of the gnestion.

Some considerable time has elapsed since
that statement was made—in February laat
—and as far a8 I am aware no further in-
formation has been giver to the public re-
garding the steps being taken in this mast
important matter. Reverting to the state-
ment I made previously,.that the Con-
servator . 0f Forests had given me his
definitea assurance that the department.
would not seek to enforee the regulation
whieh is thé subject of my ‘motion
. The Premier: 'The stuff that had been cut
and was at Fremantle was al]owed to be
shipped,

Mr. M'ULLANY Qulte 80; but my jost
gne\anee against the Conservator of
Forests iz that when I pointed out te him
ihe condition in the proposed contract, that
no sandalwood should be cut unless it was
at least 15 inches in eircumferemce at a
distance of three feet from the ground, he
gave me definitely to understand that T
ecould tell those engaged pulling sandalwood
in the bush that there was no need to worry
about that regulation bhecause there wae
no intention whatever of enforcing it. I
went through the districts and told the
men what the Conservator said to me.
When a member of Parliament interviews
the head of a department, the member
should be able to place implicit confidence
in whatever statdment the deparimental
head makes to him, more especially when
that head ocenpies an important position
like that of Conservator of Forests, Under
the Forests Act, 1918, extremely wide
powers are given te the Conservator, and I
believe rightly so. Parliament was not
able to see any other way by which the
vandalism which wag bemng carried on
eould be prevented, and it was for the pur-
pose of stopping that vandalism that such
wide powers were given to the head of the
department. But whilst I have no objee-
tion to those powers being vested in the
Conservator, having in view the desir-
ability of securing efficient control of the

"Mi.nister ’s
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forests, we want a man in charge of the
department who will use the powers given
by Parliament with some degree of disere-
tion. When a man deliberately attempts to
mislead a2 member of this House in a maiter
sach as this, then I have very grave doubt
as to whether we have in My, Lane-Poole,
the present holder of the office, the right
man oceupying the position of Conservator.
To deal more directly with the subject
matter of the motion, I may say that I
have had letters from almost. every centre
on the goldfields protesting against the en-
forcement of the regulation. I have here
the repert of a meeting of the Returned
Boidiers’ Association held in Kalgoorlie
some time ago, and at that. meeting a
vigoTous protest was entered against the
new regulations prohibiting the disposal of
sandalwood of less than 12 inches in cireum-
ference, regulations which took effect from
the 1st August last. The report states—

A Tlengthy discussion took place last
night at a meeting of the Kalgoorlie
branch of the R.8.8. Imperial League, re-
.garding the new Government regulation
prohibiting the disposal of sandalwood of
less than 12 inches in cireumference after
the 1st inst. Mr, MeGrath of Morgans,
had sent a communication to the effect
that hardship wonld be experienced by
pullers who had about 200 tons.of wood
under the regulation size. This eould not
be carted in because. of the shortage of
teams, and furthermore, what had been
earted in. could not be carried over the
railways becange trucks were not avail-
able. The -Laverton branch had also sent
an emphatic protest . against the enforce-
ment of the regulation. Mr. Green moved
and Mr. Campbell seconded that a letter
he sent to the proper. authorities in order
to obiain .an extension of time for ome
month to give pullers an opportunity to
dispose of their wood. . An amendment
making the extension three months was
carried. An opinion was expressed that
the regulation, if rigidly- observed, wounld
only tend to throw a large -number.of re-
turned soldiers and other pullers out . of
employment, and lead to the industry fall-
ing into the hands of a eertain monopoly,
At a later stage of the meeting it was de-
cided to forward a recommendation for in-
clusion in .the State conference agenda
paper that the regulation size of sandal-

- wood should be nine inches in circumfer-
ence. It was thought that pullers- would
. generally be willing to accede to this size
for growing timber, secing that they would
be permitted to pull fully matured timber.

Another resolution was that the Forestry

Department be asked to issue licenses to
all returned soldiers who wished to engage
in the sandalwood industry. It was stated
that no new licenses were being issued at
present. .
In regard to the accumulated stocks of under
sized sandalwood, I may say that through
representations made to the Minister, he
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agreed to extend the time. Instructions were
first issned that on and after the lat August
last any under-sized sandalwood brought to
railway stations for transport to Fremantle
would be confiscated, and of course notice of
this was given for some weeks before. Many
men were unable to get their wood to the
railway -stations in time, through, lack of
transport facilities, and they were in & hole.
The Minister, however, realised this, and ex-
tended the time. I do not know whether he
has yet fixed any definite period, but the is- .
suing of the instructiona to enforee the regu-
lation undoubtedly has had this effect upon
the sandalwood industry: there were many
hundreds, probably thousands of tons of
under-sized sandalwood in the bush in the
varions distriets. Notice was given that if
this wood was not brought into the railway
stztions and forwarded to Fremantle before
the 1st August the stoeks would be confis-
eated. The result was that men holding
stocks in the bush became afraid to continue
to hold them and they eold to the agents at
whatever price was offering. Those who are
engaged in the work of sandalwood getting
are firmly convinced that the action of the
department had the effect of bringing the
price of sandalwood down to the present
fignre.

Mr. Foley:
that time.

Mr. MULLANY: Yes. They knew what
sandalwood was eul and ‘was lying alongside
the railway line. That was their opportunity
and they took full advantage of it. The posi-
tion now is that the time hag been extonded,
but it is still unsatisfactory in the extreme
because of the regulation. which™ prohibits
sandalwood pulling in those goldfields areas.
of a size less than 14 inches in circumpference
and 16 inches from the ground. That regu-
lation will prevent, the carrying on of the in-
dustry altogether in the anriferous areas.
Not 20 per cent. of the sandalwood trees in |
the  goldfields areas ever attain the dimen-
sions specified by the regulation. “The trees
mature and die and rot before they attain
that gize, and if the, regnlation is enforced
it will mean that the sandalwood will be left
there to rot. I am safe in saying in connee-
tion with the sandalwood that comes from -
the distriets north of Kalgoorlie, that if the
regulation is enforced, not 10 per cent. of "
the sticks that come from ‘there will be of the
regulation size. In reply to deputations at
different times, .the-. Minister stated that he
wished to restriet the output of sandalwood
beeanse the. market had ~become over-
stocked during the” last year -or.-two on
acconnt of the rates of exchange being
so-much in favour .of the Chinese.- buyers.
The Minister - claimed that last year
there were something like 11,000 tons
of sandalwood exported from Western Aus-
tralia. That quantity was. considerably

The agents got very busy at

- over the average, and as buyers had over-

stocked, it was his desire to restriet the out-
put. Possibly this is one of his methods
by which to carry out that desire. The
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injustice of it, however, is apparent even
admitting, which 1 am not prepared to do,
that there is a necessity to restrict the out-
put. Most hon. members have been ‘over
the goldfields areas and they know the
character of the suriferous belts. ~ Those
areas are. hard and stony country and the
rainfall * is very Jight. All the vegeta.tmn
there is stunted.  Sandalwoed is foumd in
the mulga belfs, but not in the epuntry that
carries reasonably large gum trees. On the
alluvial flats, interspersed as they are be-
tween the. anriferous areas, patches of de-
eent sized sandalwood trees are found, but
in the auriferous areas where prospeeting
goes on, the tree does not attain the size set
out in the regulation., The Minister has
atated that it is his desire to ecut out the
easual sandalwood getter, the man who is
attracted by the high price paid for the
wood; he has stated his desire to be to
preserve the industry for the man who goes
out prospecting for gold, and who, as a
sort of side line, to keep the pot boiling,
pulls a few sandalwood sticks. That may
be the Minister’s object, but I think I can
say that I know more about those areas
and the progpecting for gold. that goes on

there than does the Minister for Mines, and -

I eczn declare that if the regulation iz en-
forced it will absclutely prevent the man
who is out prospecting for gold from doing
anything at all in the way of pulling san-
dalwood. During the past few days I have
taken the opportunity to visit Fremantle
to see for wmyself what sandalwood was
stacked thers. There are’ many thousands
of tons of sandalwood at the port to-day,
and if hon, members have any doubt about
this statement, I would advise them to go
down thers and see for themselves. . They

will see at Fremantle that the wood which

comes from the goldfields areas, or perhaps
60 per cent. of if, has not attained the size
specified by the regulations, I am credibly
informed that the sandalwood which comes
from the goldfields areas, though small in
size, is richer in ¢il content than the wood
from the wetter districts, where the tree at-
taing a preater size. The trees from Es-
perance will be up to 12 inches in diameter,
but they are not equal in quality to the
trees which are obtained in the aurifercus
areas.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you think that 20
per cent, of them come up to that gize®

Mr. MULLANY: Not the trees that come
from the goldfie}ds. If the framing of the
regulation is the methed devised by the
Conservator and the Minister to restrict the
output of sandalwood from Western Aus-
tralia, ther the regulation will be most
effective. Although prices are low at the
present time, they are not always go'mg to
be low, apd if the regulation remaing in
operation, it will cut out the goldfields area
altogether. The Retorned Soldiers’ Asso-
ciation made a suggestion that a cireumfer-
ence of 9 inches wonld be sufﬁg‘.‘ient L be-

‘deal of money behind it.
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lidve that that would be eatisfactory all
round, but at the same time, it would not
be necessary to have aay regulation aize

‘at all, for the reason that on the goldfields

most of the trees come to maturity when
their ecircumference is nine inches and no
more. And the ycunger sticks, of less thaa
nifie inches, are protected by their size, for
the reason that this timber has to be ul]ed

" and barked and cleaned, and it would not

pay the getter to pull the undersized tree,
because of the trouble entailed inm the clean-
ing and barking of it. Personally I be-
licve we should be doing no harm to the
sandalwood industry if we had no regulation
size at all. While the proposed regulation
will not tend to inerease the output, it will
inflict a positive injustice upon the men of
the goldfields. However,-I will leave it to
hon. members to’, say whether or mot this
regulation should be dizallowed.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [5.17]: I will
support the motion, All will remember the
notice published in the daily Press early in
Febroary last, which has been read by the
hon, member for Menzies, - It came as a
holt from the blue. It was one of the most
absurd propesitions ever put forward by
any Government anywhere. It was elaimed
that in order to stabilise the induwstry it
was necessary to create a private mnnopnly,
to hand the whole of the sandalwood in the
State to one buyer, No one could have
raised any objection if, as I suggested three
or four years ago, it had been proposed to
create a State monopoly, which is. the only"
logical thing to do in. respect of the indus-
try. BSeeing that we conirol nine-tenths of
the sandalwood of the world, if my pro-
posal had been accepted by the then Trea-
surer, £50,000 per annum would have been
secured to the State by a mere scratch of
the pem, simply by a declaration in the
““Government Gazette’’ that on and after a
certain date sandalwood would be a State
monopoly. The esandalwood getter would
have secured @& price which would have
meant decent wages, and the Government
would have had control of the market in
China. However, nc notice was tgken of

my suggestion. The first move was when
we got this startling intimation in the news-
papers, that it was 'proposgd to hand

over the industry to some private persom,
or bhig combination rather; becanse that
combination would have required a good
Naturally, the
merchanta were somewhat disturbed at the
time. But the singular feature of it all
was that nobody could disegver the hidden
objeet of the manifestly absurd proposal.
The whole of the getters engaged in the in-
dustry, from Bardoe to Laverton and Leo-
nora, were up in armg. There were nightly
meetings of protest begging the Minister
for Forests fo reconsider the proposal. De-
putations waited on the Minister, deputa-
tiona gomnosed of men who knew something
of the industry and who, consequently, were
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in a different position from the Minister,
who, of course, knows nothing abeit it.

- The Premier: He knows as much as does
the hon. member,

Mr. GREEN: That is not so. I can speak
from peraonal knowledge. From all quar-
ters came protests,:-because it was thought
that, underlying the proposal, was a sinister
motive, I do not say that there was, but
neither Mr. Lane-Poole, with his experience

of forestry, nor the Minister was able to

give any valid reason why the industry
should be handed over to a private mono-
poly. True, some oatensible reagons were
advanced, as for instance the stabilising of
the industry, and the claim that the country
should get more of the market value of its
wood. There is only one way in which to
attain that object, namely, by nationulising
the industry. There were lots of ugly
rumours afloat, because certain people in the
State made an open boast, and through
their agent in’ China wrote a letter to an
agent in Western Awstralia declaring that
they were going to get’a monopoly of the
sandalwood in this State. That letter was
read before the Minister for Forests at the
conference which was held. )

The Premier: But tenders were ealled, so
how econld anyome say that he was gomg to
get the monopoly?

GREEN: The eonditions -of . the
tenderq precluded any but a ecertain firm
from tendering, and that, conpled with the
fact that at the time of ca.llitlg for tenders
the Minister for Forests was constantly in
private consultation with the man at the
head of this firm, led us to the conelusion
that not everything was straight.

The Premier: I saw practieally everyome
. “engaged in the industry. Do you accuse
me? '

Mr. GREEN: No, the Premier was abso-
lutely frank and fair; but he” did nof know
all that was going on.

The Premier: Yes, I did.

Mr. GREEN: Tke FPremier may have
thought he did, but as a matter of fact he
did not. However withont wishing to make
charges against a.nybody, I feel that "1
should be failing in my duty if I did not
state the position. If a Minister who is a
shrewd man attempts to do something which
is eminently silly—unless hg is to get some-
thing for it—

The Premier: No, no, do not say that,

Mr. GREEN: Well the only, stand we can
take is o say that be must desist from doing
that silly thing, or alternatively reasonable
people must be exeused for presuming

The Premier: Noi reasonable people.

Mr. GREEN: Reasonable people must be
excused for presuming that money is chang-

ing hands.

‘The Premier: You would accuse anyona
of anything.

Mr. GREEN: In the circomstances I am

pleased that the Govermment did not go on
with the propesal, thus saving us from what
would have keen a public scandal. I do mot
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for a moment think the Premier would be a

.party to anything unfair or unjust or in the

least corrupt.
The Premier:

of the Ministry.
Mr. GREEN: DNo, they are all angels.
The Premier: Neither would any member

Neither would any member

‘of the House.

Mr, GREEN: No, but outside of Western
Austraha we have heard rumours which sub-
stantiate the suspicion that there is corrap-
tion in Parliaments in Austraha. In
these cirenmstances our doty is to speak
fearlessly 'if we see anything that may
smack of it, and so save the Premier’s
Minigtry from doing anything that might
be comstrued intoe beiag unfair or corrapt.
If there has been nothing of that kind,
the time is not too. late even now to
furnish reasons for what waa contemplated.
The Press of the State is at the Premier’s
command., Every word he desires to utter
can be construed by clever journalists pre-
pared fo say, not on]y what the Premier has
said, but what he should have said to make
his point effective. In those circumstances
I invite the Premier to put up valid reasons
for the proposal which has sin¢e been with-
drawn.

The Premier:
published.

~ Mr. Munsie: No, not yet.

Mr. GREEN: The Minister for Forests,
when confronted. by variouns deputations on
the subject, was not himself. 1 was one of
a numerous deputation from both gides of
the House which waited on the Minister and
tried to point ont to him and to Mr. Lane-
Poole how absurd the proposal was, and how
little it would benefit the sandalwood getter,
in whose interests it was supposed to-have
been designed. I never saw the Minister for
Forests in a more unhappy position than he
was at that interview. If he has hut the
shadow of a cage he can take good eare of
himself, but on that oceasion he did not at-
tempt to put up any defence at all. Neither
did@ be promise the depuiation one thing
which counld have led those present to sup-
pose that their arguments had the slightest
weight with him, or had even been listened
to. At that interview, when I mentiomed
that one absurd propoesition contained in the
agreement was the prescribed 14-inch cir-
cumference, and pointed out that not one
stick in 50 from the goldfields was of that
size, Mr. Lane-Poole passed it off with a
wave of the hand as being of no moment,
saying what in effeet he had said privately
to the member for Menzies, namely, that
that was an old regulation of which no no-
tice had heen taken for years, and which was
regarded as being impracticable. The Min-
ister for Forests, when pressed in regard to
that point, gaid, *'I will see that it shall not
apply to the goldﬁelds ’’ Yet we have that
regulation on the Table to-day, a breaking
of faith  with the member for Menzies in his
interview with Mr, Lanhe-Poole and a breaking
of faith on the part both of the Minister for
Forests and the Conservator of Forests with
that depuiation. In the circomstances it is

Those reasons have been
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" the duty of the Government to give the mem-

ber for Menzies the assurance he has asked *

for, namely, that advantage will not be taken
of the time limit for the dxsallowmg of the
regulations on the Table, since it wag impos-
sible to move for the disallowance of this
particular regulatmn at any shorter mnotice.
Let me say something regarding. ihe size of
sandalwood.  In the old days there might have
been some reasen for stipulating a cirecum-
ference of 14 inches, As to the restriction
of the size to l4in., even the Conservator of
Firests changed bis mind. He issued a Tegu-
lation on the 16th Aprl] and then, aftef re-
considering the position, he issued another
regulation on the 23rd June providing that
clean sandalwood 1Zin. in circumference
should be deemed to have been 14in. in eir-
cumference.

Mr. Maullany:
just as it was.

Mr. GREEN: Yes. Mr. Lane-Poole is thn
head of the Forestry Department and I do
not doubt his special kmowledge for one mo-
ment.

Mr, Underwood: He has no know]edge
with regard to sandalwood.

Mr. GREEN: Apparently not.

Mr. Underwood: He has none at all.

Mr. GREEN: Then this regulation must be

That leaves the position

due to his ignorance or to something worse.

I am prerared to take the assurance of the
member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) that
the Conservator-is ignorant of the sandal-
wood industry. He found out that sandal-
wood had to be ‘‘cleaned.’’ He did not know
this on the 16th April, but by the 23rd’ June
it had dawned upon him that sandalwoed
for the Chinese market had to be ‘‘cleaned,’’
and he altered the Tegulation accordmgly‘
In the early days, when sandalweod was got
exclusively from coastal areas such as York,
Tcodyay, and along the Great Sounthern line,
the size of the wood in those comparatwcly
damp ‘areas was larger. We have ssen 'that
this applies’ also to wood now received from
Ravensthorpe from  Esperance, and from
Starvation Boat Harbour west of Esperance.
In the trade such sandalwood is known as

““ghow?’ wood. 1t attaing a digmeter. of 14in,
in miny instances, but the Chinese are not
keen on that kmd of wood. Tt has” ‘a sap as

mueh as lin. in thu:kness which has to be-

adzed off just the same as the sap on the
goldfields wood; but the latter does not ex-
eéed one-eighth "of an inch in thickness.” The
quality of the oil obtained from the small
sandalwood of the goldﬁelds, the averaged of
which does not exceed 3in. in diameter, makes
that wood infinitely superior on the .Chinese
market to the large logs secured from the
Esverance and other coastal districts, The
poorness of the coastal wood, notwithstand-
ing its size and fine appearance, is proved by
the fact that sandalwood merchants will not
take it unless there is a scarcity of other
wood. The best sandalwood eomes from Car-
narvon. It is similar to the goldfields wood,
but the oil obtained from it is higher in per-

centage and better in quality than that ob-

tained from the goldficlds wood.
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Mr. Upderwood: That would follow, just
ag you get good wheat in a dry climate,

Mr. GREEN: Quite so. I had an infer-
view with Mr, Lane-Poole and pointed out to-
him that, in the heaps of sandalwood at Fre-
mantle—and -there are hundreds of tons there
at present—not one stick i ten would reach
the circummnference specified by him. Sandal-
wood getters have to go 60, 70 and 80 miles.
to get into the maiden bush and, if they are-
to be restricted to pulling one stick in ten,
we shall never be able to do any trade with
China. Wood of that size could not be pro-
fitably landed in. Fremantle for £40 per ton.
To-day we have to draw supplies of sandal-
wood from the goldfields areas. - It is aston-
ishing that those dry areas along the irans-
Australian railway and on the Eastern Gold-
fields bave been providing the main supplies.
during the last 15 or 16 years. True, some:
comes from DBencubbin and Wubin, but from.
those centres the getters have to go out 70
or 80 miles. The same applies to Westonia,
from which place the getters have to travel
a similar distanece in order to reach the for-
ests, Considering that the getters are to-day
indisposed to sell their sandalwood at £12 a.
ton. f.o.r. at Fremantle, the inevitable result,
if they are restricted from pulling it in the
sizes in which they find it in the maiden bush,
will be that the industry will disappear. . T
shonld like to know the reason for this regn-
lation.

The Premier: I am beginning to vg.ronder
what is the use of all this talk if ‘the re-
gulation is mot enforced.

M:. GREEN: If it js not intended to be
enforeed, let it be disallowed and we shall
know ‘where we are. There has been too
much uncertainty about it. If anyone
approaches the Minister for Forests or the
Congervator of Forests even now, he will be ~
informed, with an ominous shake of the
head, that something iz about to be done,.
as much as to say, ‘‘Look out, or by God
I’ll visit you with somet}img if you kick up
any row about this.’” T.et me at this stage
protest against, the action of the 'Govern-
ment in finalising important matters when
Parliament is' not sitting. If the Govern-
ment are determined” to do things which
will héar the light of day, or which will have’
such far-reaching effects as this regulation,
let themi bring forward their propusals_
while Parliament’ is ‘'sitting and not in
reeesy bebind the backs of the represen-’
tatives of the people. I asked the Conseiva-
tor of Forests why he did not undertake
reforestation of the sandalwood areas, as’
I- understood he believed in reforestation.-
His reply was that a sandalwood tree on ths
goldfields would -take 200 years to mature.
I do not know where he pot thaf data, bat
let- us take him at his word. Presumably, a
tree that should not be pnlled at the preseut
time, because it i3 not big enough, will be
ready to be pulled 200 years hence. " Surely
there is some method of earrying out
reforestation other than by preventing sandal-
wood getters from pulling wood in the maiden
bush which will take 200 years to mature.



- in the coastal areas.

Notwuhst-a.nd_mg Mr. Lane-Poole’s technical
knowledge of the matter——

Mr. Underwood: He has no fechnigal know-
ledge of the matter. -

Mr. GREEN: Tt iy an mterestmg fact
that a_large quantity of the goldficlds wood
which is being pulled is dry, dead wood, and
if the wood .is not actually rotten—it takes
nlong time to rot even after it is dead—it is
Just as suitable for the Ghmese market as
is the green wood. Surely the fact that the
wood has died shows that it has attained its
maximum growth.

The Premier:
course.

Mr, Munsie: It ‘is not often that we have
bush firea o the goldfields.

Mr. GREEN: Will the passing of this re-
gulation mean that the Conservator says that
henceforth bush fires are” warned off the
sandalwood areas of the goldfieldst If mem-
bers can be brought to believe that.a regu-
lation issued by a powerful Government
with a large number of supporters is likely
to settle the fire quastmn we ghall be able
to deal with the fire insurance uﬂices on
gimilar lines.

The Premier interjected.

- Mr. GREEN: T shall get no peace until
the Premier’ goes to sleep, He waa asleep
when the aceident happened to the Royal
trair, and even my shouting is likely to
prove no more than a lullaby te him. A peecul-
iar feature of the goldfields sandalwood is that
in nine cases out of ten one side of each
tree is dead. Particularly doea this apply
to the mature wood. If we are to wait until
the sandalwood on the goldfields attains a eir-
cumference of 14 inches we shall have to wait
a mighty long time, because the growth is
so slow. _Anyond whn has. travelled in the

" eastern districts knows that the ordinazy
forest, gimlet, and other bush along the wood
lines, which was cut down 25 years ago, has
through the process of natural reforestation
during 21l those years attained omly the size
of saplings, notwithstanding® that this is
timber of comparatively rapid growth.-The
peculiar, stunted sandalwood tree, however,
might grow to maturity in 200 years or it
might take even 400 years.

- Mr. Pickering: Would you suggest re-

forestation?

Mr. GREEN:

Bush fires would kill it, of

I believe in reforestation
The Government have
exacted from sandalwood getters £2 per
ton by way of royalty. It is the
duty of the Conservator of Forests ta devote
@ portion of the money derived from royalties
to sandalwood-growing in the coastal areas,

where this timber will grow fairly rapidiy.’

I believe such work could be well carried
out on lands which have been proved to be
of little value for other purposes, as well as

on the stony rises of the coastal areas. So’

far nothing of the kind has been done. Bome
years ago the Government of the day made
an experiment at sandalwood growing in the
coastal areas and, in the.next eight years
the treezs made very substantial grewth. Un-
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fortunately, some farmer who knew mnothing
of . sandalwood " came along and "asked for
that pdrticnlar land for a farm, and the
Government of tie day .weré lackadaisical
enough to give it to him. Tt is the bounden
duty of thie Goverhment to see that portion
of the money exacted “from the sandalwood
geiters is” devoted to this purpose.
Mr. Pickering. Hear, hear!

Mr. GREEN: The Premier, by way of
interjection to the member for Menzies
{Mr. Mullany) said that the proposal _to give
a company contrel of the industry would
lead to the landalwood getters receiving a
minimunt of £9 per ton. In the past we had
private monapoly and, to the sandatwood
getter, it proved a very costly experiment.
For 30 odd years the price of sandalwood
to the getter never exceeded £8 7a. 6d. per
ton and, during slack periods, such az are
recurring now, the price went down to £6
per ton. Those who controlled the indunst ry
said to the sandalwood getters, ‘‘Our priee
is £ per ton. If you do mnot like i, you
need not take it.’’ The men with the sandal-
wood had to pay for horse feed and other ex-
penses and had no alternative than to sell to
the  people controlling the indusiry at
the  price which  they had  fixed.
It has been generally understood by scores
of people, that the {fovernment proposed, to
give this monopoly to the very people who
had the monopoly before 2 larger number of
small buyers came into the business three

years ago,

The Premier: That is not true.

Mr. GREEN: 1 honestly believe it is
-true. I have mever made a statement in the

House which I did not believe to be true.
To-day I believe it is true, and I have evi-
dence that it is true.

The ‘Premier: You have not. .

Mr. GREEN: I will endeavour to coti-
vince the Premier again. At a meeting of
sandalwood merchants, one of them, Mr.
Stewart, produced a. letter from Hong Kong,
from- a' buyer there, who said that Mr.
Paterson had told him that the Government
of Western Australia were going to give
them, Paterson & Co., the eontrol of the
sandalwood industry of the State.

The Premier: What has that to do with
it ¢ . .

Mr. GREEN: That was just the time
when the Government proposed to give a
monopoly of -the sandalwood trade of West-
ern Australia to a private firm.

The Premier: Were not tenders called’

Mr. GREEN : Yes, but it would have
been impossible for any firm, except that
big firm, to have had a2 monopoly of the
sandalwood of this State. Synchronising
with that statement we have the fact that
the Minister for Woods and Forests was in
daily contact, cheek by jowl with Mr.
Jobn, the manager for Paterson & Co.

The Premier: You have no right to im-
pute motives.,

Mr. GREEN: I am wnot imputing any
motives, I am making a statement of fact,
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namely, that the Hon, .J. Scaddan was daily
. In. consultation with Mr. John. I leave it to
hon. members to say whether there may have
been something at the back of it. Tet
them draw their own conclusions. Diring
the time that Paterson & Co.
monopoly of sandalwood in this State, the
getter, even in boom fime, never received
more than £8 7s3. 6d. per ton. I went to
China at the time when Paterson & OCo.
had this monopely. There were 2,200 tons
‘of Bandalwood on the boat, the State
steamer “Kwinana,” and the Government
earried it for £2 per ton. The proﬂt
that Paterson & Co, made on that one ship-

mwent of sandalwood was £22,000, The
whole of the getters in the State, for
their work, received = £15,000 for getting

this wood oter a period of five months, In
these clrcumstanc.es we have to rejoice that
there was an agitation here to see that no
private monopolist got control of the
gandalwood. Such a proposal of. farming
an industry to a private monopolist has
never before been considered by any represen-
tative Government of any British community
that T know of. Such a thing is
proposed in China where the country ig
after all only a barbarie one. In the Straits
Settlements, where there is ne government
worthy the name, and affairs are controlled
hy a few ﬁrms, there is an opium monopoly,
but it has remainéd for the Government of
this State to put up a record so far as the
self-governing British Dominions are con-
cerned, to propose to hand over one of their
greatest aszets to a lot of private boodlers,
That, however, is not the question before
the House,, although it is a matfer which
requires very great stressing.

The Premier: T will give you semsthing.

Mr. GREEN: At present it is frve the
market_in Hong Kong is depressed. Mr.

Lane-Poole’s contention that the reason for

the depression in the .sandalwood industry
is because the exchange is-in favour of the
Chinaman, is ineorrect. As a matter of
faet, the position wounld be the very oppo-
gité to that which he desires to set forth.
If the Hong Kong dollar i high in value
and the exchange is in favour of the China-
man, he is able to buy more tons of sandal-
wood with his dollar than he could do if
the dollar was low in value. That is one
reason why some time ago there were big
pricés being obtained' for sandalwood. The
Minister has said that the -quantity of
sandalwood in China at present, so far as
their needs are concerned, will tide them
over for a period of three years. There
may be a two yeary’ supply, but no more.
The Hong Kong dollar has dropped in value;
there is trouble in China, where revolution is
econtinually threatening; the Japanese are
prenared to annex a portion of that country,
and a large number of the big merchants in
Hong Kong have recently become brankrupt
through having gambled in rice—it is because
of these things that very few sales of sandal-
wood are taking place, and as we have no

had the
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private monopoly, but bave sevem or eight
buyers competing against each other, the
pricé of sandalwood to-day is only £12 per
tou. I trust the Premier will see that this
regulatmn is disallowed, and that West-

efn - Australia -~ will be permitted  to
retain  the foremost place she now
occupies in  the industry ~ by lkeeping

open those areas from which at present she
draws the greater portlonr of her supplica.
I have much pleasure in seconding the
motion. ]

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [550] One must
think from the tone of the remarks of the
previous speakers that there is something
wrong in the mode of dealing with our wvan-
dalwood. I do not subseribe in any way
to certain remarks made by the member for
Kalgoorlie( Mr. Green). From the very
inception of the matter T have been, with the
member for Menzies (Mr. Mullany), assoe-
iated with it, and so far as I can see nothing
has happened that ia not fair and above
board. There is ofe thing that this State
is concerned abont, and that is in getting
the full value for the sandalwood _that is
produced here, and in his statement of the
case the member for Menzies has dealt with
that in a very ample way. TUnder present
conditions we do not get. the full value.
Everyone who attended the deputation to
the Minister said he would be prepared to
listen to the Minister if he could shew any
good teasons why the Government should
take over the industry. I have never heard
any pgood reason why the Government should
not take it over, but there is a very good ar.
gument why they should do so. No one -
who has been on any of. these deputations
to the Minister has ever had one siatement
from him- or the Conservator of Forests as
to the price that the merchants, who now
contrel the industry, get for the wood when
it reaches China. Many of us would like
to find out what they do get.

Mr. Green: To-day they are gettmg 155
per tom on their purehasmg price, if they
can sell

Mr, FOLEY: We are not concerned about
what the Chinaman, who uses it, pays for
it, but we are concerned about’ the profits
that these peopls make out of it from the
pullers. If the member for Ealgoorlie will -
compare the figures he quoted recently in -
connection with the Hong Kong. shipment
for Paterson & Co., with the price the pul-
lers got, he will find that the dlfference is
a2 long way beyond 15s. -

Mr. Green: They bought the sandalwood
for £7 a ton and pot freight at £2 a fom.
Now, sandalwood is bought for £12 per ton,
and the freight is'£14.

Mr. FOLEY: Several goldficlds memhbers
who made up a deputation to the Minister
were told by him that this regulation would
not be applied wntil some indefinite dafe.
We want something definite as to the time
when it will apply. If we stop the control
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of the mdustry under present-conditions and
the Government take it over, every poiot
stressed by the two members who have
spoken can be turned fo the advantage of
this State. The Conservator of Forests must
kave received his information from those
who know. Those of us who have been in

- . the bush realise the varying conditions of

the industry and the growth of the sandal-
wood. In some instances the “sandalwood
has been of a very large size. I rémembher

that gome 20 years ngo, when the price was

looked upon as geod, pullers were getiing
cxeeptionally big wood around Broad Arrow,
and were only going out about 30 miles fdar
it. To-day the puller has to go a great dis-
tance for his sandalwood. " There ean be lit-
tle doubt that even if the price is low to-day
the merchants - ‘have more in their favour
than the Government, who are gefting very
little out of the industry. If it is a good
thing for merchants to deal in sandalwood,
then it i3 a good thing for the Government
to take it over. Not only ean the Gevern-
ment regulate the priee of wood, but they
ean grade the wood. It has been stated that
the amaller wood@ grown here is much more
valuable than wood of larger dimensions.
If it is true that there is a three years’
supply in China, that is being manipulated
" by merchants in China ard Japan, then if
the Government take over the industry they
will be able to say to the cutfer, *We- will
give: yon the fullest result of your labour
in the matter of price, because we are abls
to get a great deal more for the wood that
we are selling-on your behalf.”’ We were told
at the deputation by the gentleman who waas
advising the Government, that it was the
intention to go in for reforestation of -san-
- dalwood, We were also told it would take
about 15 years to place the industry on a pay-
able footing. If the Government are able to
accomplish this in 15 or 20 years by
reforestation, will it mot be a good thing?
If, a8 has heen said, the merchants have
been able to make bBig money out of the in-
dustry for a number of years, the.indusiry
must be a valuable one. Should the Gov-
ernment take it over, they should see that
‘the profits from the .industry are put info
reforestation in the southern areas, where
it shemld be possible to grow. bigger wood,
and woed of a greater weight than c¢an be
grown on the eastern goldfields, Very few
" people can control either the supply of or
- the demand for sandalwood, but as long as
the merchants have control those who are
working to get the supplies will not get the
fullest results of their labour. Irrespective
of whether the royalty is 5s. per ton or £2
per toun, the getter of the sandalwood pays
every time. The Government could make
the position more equitable by assuring the
getter a better price than he is now obtain-
ing. Reference has been made to a mini-
mum price* of £ per ton. While the san-
dalwool industry of this State remaing in
the same hands as at present, that minimum
price of £9 will also be the maximum. Tak-
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ing into consideration the cost of pulling,
gathering, and cleaning, carting into the
town, and railage—in respect of which
there is, and quite justifiably, no back load-
ing charge-—that price leaves very little for
the getter. The Government could regulate
the trade so that our productlbn of sandal-
wood, which is equal to nine-tenths of the
world’s production, would be scld to the
‘best advantage. The Chinese must have
the sandalwood for ritmal' purposes, and
therefore our Government might well with-
draw the regulation objecied to and make
the sandalwoed trade a State monopoly.
Every journalist in the Staté with any
knowledge of the subject knows, and various
hon,” members know, that the sandalwood
trade has been the means of keeping the pot
boiling for many prospectors outbgsek. ILet
the Government regulate the men engaged
in the industry, and let them regulate the
conditions of working. Let them take
pretty well all the sandalwood got im the
next three years, and then reafforest the
sandalwood areas. I trust the Government
will be guided in this matter by members
of this Chamber who have a knowledge of
the sandalwood trade and who are aware
of the great amount of good which the
money earned in sandalwood getting has
done to this State,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—
Northam) [6.5]: As this @discussion will not
close to-night, I promise that the regulation
referred to in the motion will, notwith.
standing that 20 days_ will have éxpired be-
fore the debate is resumed, be withdrawn
if the House carries the motion. I promise
that mothing shall be lost in that respeet.

Hon. T. Walker: Is there any. power to
do that in such circumstances? It is the
lapse of time and our rules that make the
diffieulty.

The PREMIER: No one knows better
than the hom. gentleman that ﬁhe regulation
can be cancelled.

Mr: Underwood: Tt ean be withdrawn by
the Executive Couneil.’

The PREMIER: The matter is of great
importance, and I think it ought te be dis-
cusged fully, and that the  Minister for
Woods and Forests should be. present. Much
good may come from this discussion, which
perhaps will result in the issue of regula-
tions that will prove. very useful. I desire
to thank the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Green) for so definitely pointing out that
the regovlation objected to is at presemt not
observed. But if the regulation is not ob-
gserved, I do not know. what all the fuss
has been about to-night. . Some hon. mem-
ber has said that hardly any of the sandal-
wood stacked at Fremanile is above the
minimum size.

Mr. Green: That is becsuse such wood
was. purposely held up.

The PREMIER:. If the regulation has so
far not been enforced, I do not know why
it has not been. In my opinion the preger-
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vation of the sandalwood industry is most

- important. . We have been told ‘that Queens-
_land hag lost her sandalwood industry ‘be-
cause she did. not ‘protect’ the -young trees,
.and we 'ought to take fairly drastic” steps to
prevent anything of the kind oceurring
here.. I believe that hon. members who have
gpoken on-this motion have far more know-
ledge than-I personally possess' of the san-
dalwood industry,” but T have also discussed
. the matter with various people who' know
quite as- much of the subject as do those
hon. members., All I want is to do the best
for- the industry, and primarily for the men.
who work in the uncomfortable surround-
ings in which sandalwood is found—always
at considerable distances from the railway.
-The sandalwood getter's life is a fairly
 hard life, and I have always wanted these
men to get all they possibly can out of the
industry. On behalf of the State I cer-
tainly want far more royalty than has been
obtained in the past. The fact that West-
ern Australia possesses 90 per cent. of the
world’s supply of sandalwood justifies the
Government in doing all they can to see that
the highest possible price is paid for the
wood by the Chinese. We should, so far
as we" ecam, asgist in getting for our pro-
dueers the highest possible prices for what-
ever they export. With regard to pearl
shiell, the Government recently took some
-steps to proteet the pearlers; and similarly,
I think, we would be justified in taking
steps to. proteet the sandalwood getters.
Some time ago wé thonght there should be
some limitation of export. “We knew there
was far too much wood going away. Wes.
know that to-day there is two or three
years’ supply of sandalwood in China. We
know tliat to-day the price of sandalwood
is maintained here becauvse the wood has
cost so mueh’ to get. The sandalwood in
China cannot be sold immediately, and our
-getters are obtaining a better priee to-day
than otherwige they would.

Mr. Foley: Are the Government takmg
any steps to find ovt whag the supply in
China actually isf?

The PREMIER: Yes. The Minister for
Woods and Forests has been busy on the
matter for some time. However, it is not
easy to get information about trade with
China. - Mr. Lane-Foole has been away from
the State, but the Minister has been going
inte the question and has been endeavouring
to aszcertain what tbe market eonditions are
and jnst what may be expected, so that we
may do such thmgs as are necessary to
protect the industry. -

Mr, Foley: When you get that informa-
tion, will yon give the House an oppor
tumtv of ‘iscuszing the matter?

The PREMIER: Hon, membera may have
as many opportunitiés of discussing the
-gqueation as they please, of course.

Mr. Foley: It is no use doing so without

.'some definite information.

-The PREMIER: I promise that when the

jnformation is available and the Govern-

- [ASSEMBLY:]

ment’s ‘proposals are finalised, the House
ghall immediately know and shazll.-have an
opportumby of discussing the question. I
know- it is very difficull for members to
discuss this subjeet without dome. display
uf feeling, becanse their owid distriets are
specially affected, The member for Men-
zies (Mr. Mullany)} is eclosely concerned,
‘but he has discussed the matter with great
tnoderation. Evidently, he 'has given the
subject.a great-deal 'of - consideration; he
produced to the House much useful in-
formation” No one could have discussed
the subject ‘with a more evident desire to
benefit the industry than the member for
Menzies showed, The member for Leonora
{Mr. Foley) has debated the: matter in the
same way. 'He plainly desires the question
to be considered quietly and calmly. I wish
I could say the same thing for the member
for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green), who took the
gpportunity, in discussing the motien, to
make a violent attack upon the Minister
for Woods and Forests., I want to tell the
member for Kalgoorlie that it is a very
wrong thing to impute motives. Before
one suggests that a man is not quite honest,
one should be very, very certain. It is

easy to =ay hard things of the other
fellow, It is so- easy to assert that
another man is not homest and is not

fit for his position. But I think we should
be very uureful before we.say such things.
Very seldom have I heard the member for
Kalgoorlie tallk as he talked ‘to-day. I re- |
gret it, and I think he ought to withdraw
what he has said.

Mr. Green: I am satisfied I was speaking
the truth.

The PREMIER: I am satisfied that the
hon, member was. ag far from the truth as
it is possible to get. He says that beecause
a letter was written from China to Perth
stating that a certain firm would have a
sandalwood monopoly, we are to believe
that that firm had to have a monopoly, that
the Government had promised them a
monopoly. And then the humbugs called
for tenders, s¢ that appareatly all and
sundry might participate! The member for
Kalgoorlie himself might have tendered.

Hon, W. C. Angwin. I krow of a sase
where tenders were called for handling
wheat, and yet the work was given td¢ one
pa.rnéular firm,

Mr. Green: That has happened befora in-
Aunstralia. )

The PREMIER: I know nothing ahout
that. The member for Kalgoorlia hus asked
the House to believe that because somebody
or other wrote to someone in Perth stating
that some firm was to have.a contract, some
underhand business was at work, and that
this right to get sandalwood was to he
bargained away. .

Sitting suspended from 6.15 10-7.80 .0
The PREMIER: Before the tea adjourn-

-ment I was discussing the question of the =
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calling of tenders for the conduet of the
exndalwoed business. The member for
Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) mentioned that the
Minister for Forests had been seen.in the
company of Mr. John of the firm of Pater-
sen & Coy. Ltd. There wae nothing remark-
able in that. We are all frequently seen in
the company of people who are our friends.
The hon. member seleets his friends jost
as the Minister for Forests will select his.
I know Mr, John very well, and I krow
him to be an agreeable man, and it is going
too far to say that becanse I may happen
to meet a trader who subsequently may
desire to. tender for some Goverament sup-
rlies, that there is something wromg about
the meeting.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chau-]

Mr. Green: It waa very indisereet to meet
bhim while tenders were being called.

Theé PREMIER: There was nothing in-
digereet about it at all. The hon. member’s
"remarks were uncalled for and I think he
will admit that. T have no objeetion ai
all to the Minister for Mines meeting Mr.
John or anyone else as often ‘as he likes,
and I have no objection either {o the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie meeting anyone he likes,
I hope that this will be the last we shall
kear of the matter. I am sure the hon,
member regrets having made the remarks
he did; it is absolutely unfair to accuse any
kon, member of evil unless there 13 positive
proof to smpport the acemsation. We have
no right to make an accusation unless we
. know that it is demanded in tke public
interest.

Mr. Green: ’l‘hat is the point.

The PREMIER: Unless such stateménts

are absolutely true they do an incalculable

smount of harm, Were tenders ever called
for anything in any better form than the
tenders which were called on the ocecasion

referred to? The workers were never beifer-

protected; the tenderers had to pay such
wages as’ were.determined by the department
with a minimum of £9 per ton. ' The member
for Ealgoorlie knows that sandalwood is sold
at high prices in China, and under the method
‘which. was adopted of fixing the price the

puller got far more-than he otherwise weu]d'

have -received.

Mr, O’Logh'len Was there any neeesmty
to fix the price for the puilers?

The PREMIER: I think so.
has to be of value to the State and the
puller it has to be conirolled. 1If a -market
can take 6,000 tons and we supply 7,000 tons
for the year, naturally the price must fail.
If we have 90 per cent. of the supplbies of
the world, then of course it is possible to
- regnlate the price, but I do not see how we
ean get any price we Like to ask. We cannot
however get a higher price if one puller is
in eompetition with another for the sale of
the stuff to the Chinese. We have been com-
peting for years for the Chinese trade. Let
us se¢ what happened in regard to the ten-

If the trade
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ders. They were publicly called; there was
no hole and cormer business about it. We
invited all and sundry to come along and -
we protected the puller.

Mr. Green: You offered him £3 a ton less
than he ‘has received since.

The PREMIER: The hon. member said
the avemge price wasg £9.

. Green: Under the old firm.

The PREMIER: The hon. member was
perfectly fair. We declared that at any rate
the puller should- not in the future get less
than £9. Of conrse there is a limited quan-
tity of sandalwood and unless the trade is
protected the life of the industry will he
limited. Hon. members have stated that in
certain areas the tree matures when it reaches

a cirecumference of nine inches. If what has
been said to-night is correct, the matter
ghould be inquired into, and reguiations

framed to meet the requirements of a par-
ticular locality. There is no desire that san-
dalwood should rot in the bush, What we
did attempt was to proteet the interests of
all concerned in the fairest possible manner,
and I eannot understand Aany hon. member
objecting to the manner in which the ten-
ders were invited or to the wording of the

call for tenders. It does happen that when

one endeatours to meet a situation which is

seen a,pproaehmg and scmetimes approaching

rapidly, one is liable to be misunderatood..
To-day there is a demand for the very thing

we are seeking to do, theugh I admit in an-

other way, but the same object woild have

been achieved by those means as can be

achiecved by organisation in the ‘manner sug-

gested by hon. members. I know that we

should have had a higher.royalty in the past

and that we should have it for all time. I

know also that we cannot:get it unless we

organise the trade, and make the gelling

price in China better. If we sell the wood .
at £7 or £9 in Perth and the royalty has to

be paid by the puller, that will ereate a- ser-

ious position, but if it is to come out of the

pockets of the Chinese buyer, that is another

matter, - That, however, is where it must.
eome from. -

Mr. Chesson: It will come out of the poc-
kets of the pullers every time.

‘The PREMIER: I do nol: agree with my.
friend. .
Mr. Chesson: There is no doubt about it.
Mr. O’Loghlen: Ynstances have been

given,

The PREMIER: Tf the trade can be or-
ganised the buyer at the other end can ba.
made to pay. The trade to-day would not be.
in the precarious condition in which we find
it if what was attempted to be done had
been done. Did not the member for Kal-
goorlie know well what the conditions wera;
-did he not have an opportunity to tender¥

Mr. Green. - No hope. There was only
one firm in Perth that had any chance.

The PREMIER: The hon. member does
not mean that. Perhaps he means that there
was only one firm that had the organisation
and the capital. Of course the hon. member
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ia- justified in saying that if he thinks it. But
I. do not know what eapital would-have been
required. I was told about considerable
sums of money having been put into the
trade by other people. The hon. member is
aware that a good deal of money came into
the Treasury from -our own people, - not
Paterson & Coy., but others. -

Mr. O’Loghlen: - Are . there any Chinese
shareholders in Paterson & Coy? -

Mr, Green: Yes,-a big one in Canton.

The PREMIER: 1 am not aware of any.

Mr. O'Loghlen: ' Are there any other eom-
panies with Chinese shareholders who are
operating? . . . :

The PREMIER: ‘Our desire is to get
what we can out of the indistry and to pro-
tect it to the fullest extent. If we are o
proteet it we cannot allow growing trees to be
destroyed. This House is hardly the proper
tribunal to decide just when a tree shounld be
marketable, I am perfectly certain there are
hon. members who are willing to tell us, and
T think we should know what can happen to
these trees, how long they will grow and to
what size they will grow. Of course, the in-
formation on which I suppose the Conserva-
tor of Forests has to act is not very eom-
plete.

Mr. Jones: Hear, hear. . :

The PREMIER: 1 am not referring to
his knowledge; I believe he is a first class
man. ) :

Mr, Jones: A pure theorist.

The PREMIER: Would we set a theorist
against a theorist! I have given my word
that no advantage- will be faken of the fact
that the time limit for the- disallowing of
he regulation has been exceeded. The mnatter
will be again discussed, and mothing that is
likely to hapeam in the meantime shall be per-
mitted to prevent the alteration or with-
drawal of the regulation if it is decided that
it ought to be withdrawn or amended.

Mr, Green: But will it be withdrawn?
_The PREMIER. Not at the present stage,
but we chall have the matter further dis-
cugged. And as I have aaid, the fact that
the 30 days have eclapsed will not be allowed
to make any difference to the control which
hon. members l;l;dqtlbtedly have over regula-
tions. - The regulation is placed here For
their information, and they are perfectly
justified in digoussing it and moving for its
withdrawal,

Mr. Mullany. Will that promise of further
digeussion be fulfilled at an early date?

The PREMIER: Yes, All that we desire
iy tg do the hest we can for the industry.
We want those¢ membera who eome from. dis-
tricts where sandalwood is found to give us
their advice and help.

Mr. Mullany: Had that been the attitnde
of the Government in the past there would
not have been 8o mueh trouble.

The PREMIER: T ask hon. memhers to
believe that what was done appeared to us
to he right. TIn my opinion, if the tender
had been accepted, subject to the control of
the amount to be paid te pullers, the posi-

-when very small.

" may go 18in.

large.
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tion would have been véry ‘'mich befter to-
day than it is. However, that milk is spilt,
the opportunity has gone, and we have now
to create another for dealing with the in-
dustiy. ' . o

, Hon. @, TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [7.47];
If may seem strange to hon. members that
I shoul thus address the House, but, as this
qiestion affects my electors more elosely
than those of any other part of the State, I
offer no apology. When in my .slectorate
Jast May, I received deputations of sandal-
wood pullers, cutters and eleaners in each of
the centres, starting at Laverton and con-
tinuing at Mount Morgans, Kookynie and
other towns, deputations comprising repre-
sentatives of all parts of the electorate. Their
difficulty was that the Government had im-
posed a royalty of £2 per ton on all sandal-
wood, which they felt was an injustice to the
cutters, since the  royalty, came out Hf the
money received by them "for their produet.
I believe it was the infention of the Gov- .
ernment, when imposing that royalty, that it
should be paid by the exporters. But the ex-
porters, of course, shirked that responsibility,
and.so the imposition has- fallen on those
who gather the gandalwood. My object in
speaking is to emphasise the necessity for
giving thiz regulation due consideration. I
want hon. members to accept my remarks aa
being made without any undue feeling or
degire to injure any section of the, eommun-
ity. This regulation will press most heavily
on the goldfields, especinlly north of Kal-
goorlie, When one gets up towards Menzies,
one finds the country entirely changed. All
the way from Southern Crosa to Kalgoorlie,
and part of the way to Menzies, the comniry
carries gimlet wood and salmon gum, with
large open saltbush plains, the soil is highly
fertile and in consequence, the timber is
large in circumference and grows fo con-
siderable height. When one gets into the
more anriferous areas one finds a hard irom-
stone country, with the cement almost on the
surfaee. The timber is mulga, with odd
quondong and sandalwood. In that hard,
diorite, ironstone country the timber matures
I have been on the fields
for 26 years. There is sandalwood growing
in front of camps that I was on 20 odd
years ago, sandalwood which has not since in-
croased one iota in size. In those dis-
triets sandalwood matures, in point of oir-
cumference, at from %in, to 14in, Odd sticks
If one leaves those hard irom-
stone ridges and goes down into the lake
country, where the soil is good'and the mulga
as high as the rgof of this Chamber, cne
finds all the timber, including sandalwood,
In those areas, perhaps, this regula-
tion would appropriately apply. But where -
the regulation is now affecting the people is
about the mining townships, where for 14 or
18 miles around the prospectors are carting
in sandalwood. The high prices induced them
to enter into the industry, but this regulation
will put them out of it, and ruin an industry”
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profitable to the State if omly for the reason
that it employs so many men. For freight
on the railways sandalwood pays £2 12s. 6d.
per ton from Laverfon to Fremantle, and
thus supplies back loading, If the regula-
tion be not disallowed, the industry will be
knocked on the head. I am prepared to
asgist the Covernment in protecting the san-
dalwood where protection will be of any
value, but not in protecting it by imposing
& preseribed circumference which if will
never reach. With all due respect to the
Congervator of Forests, I am confident that
if he had my experience of the goldfields he
would realise that there is no Aecessity for
this regulation, or not, at all events, in re-
spect of the goldfields beyond Kalgoorlie.
Hon. members who have been through that
covntry will realise the truth of what I have
said. When one geta out of the gimlet wood
and big saltbush flats into the hard iromstone
belts, one finds difficulty in getting a stick
of any timber six or eight feet long and four
inches through. To get such a stick one
mast go down into the lake country. There
was no mnecessity for any warmth in the de.
bate. I am not concerned abount what ap-
peared in the advertisement, which, by the
way, I did not see until I returned from the
BEasgtern States. That is all past. What I
am econcerned about is impressing the House
with the necessity for carrying the motion,
in the interests, not only of those people en-
gaged in the industry, but of the State as
a whole. . At thogse meetings whiech I attended
in my electorate last May, after the subject
had been diseussed at considerable length, it
was unanimously resolved that the Govern-
ment ought to fix a standard priece of £20
per ton for sandalwood delivered at Fre-
mantle. It was declared—and I have never
heard this contradicted-—that Western' Aus-
tralia supplies 90 per cent. of the sandal-
wood of the world. If that be so, can there
be any difficulty in the Government handling
the product, since we have virtually a mono-
poly of the world’s sandalwood, and supply it
to a people who must and will have it? 1In
China sandalwood is used for medicinal pur-
poses and also in religious eeremonies, and in
consequence the poorpat of the Chinese must
have it. Therefore it is idle to suppose that
the organisation of this industry presents
auch diffieulties that " the Government could
not grapple with in a very short time. We
bave heard it stated that the market in China
has not more than two years’ supply. The
Minister for Ferests quoted figures collected
by the department which showed that the
sandalweod in China and on the water, and
-stacked in Fremantle and at various ralway
sidings, ‘represented at least. three years’
supply, without another stick being cut or
palied: On those figures was based the gon-
tention that it would be unprofitable to take
-over the sandalwoad industry at the present
juncture, since the market was flooded. Even
if that were so, we should have anly to wait
for the market to come again, sinee we are
the only State that can supply it. If there
i3 no market now for what the Government
might take over, there certainly will be a
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market again in a year or so. It is curious
to reflect that, while the world was erying
out for ships to remove products urgently
need for -human consumption,’ the statisties
supplied by the Government-department show
that the shipments of sandalwood which left
Western Australia during the ldst three years
were larger than those despatched in the pre-
ceding three years.

Mr. Willecock: They were sent by foreign
boats.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is remarkable that
we should have been able to send away san-
dalwood when we could not send away other
products. ‘ :

Mr. Willeqek: It was wanted by foreign-
ers who controlled the boats that carried it,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: However, that may be,
it is the eclear duty of the Government to
control the sandalwood industry. In my
opinion the Government cught not to be sat-
isfled with getting £2 pet ton royalty on san-
dalwood, for there is mueh more in it for
the Government and the State, There is no
risk, We have the produet, and it is needed
in another paft of the world. No other comn-
try had the supply, so what risk eor diffienity
can thete be abont it? It is too absurd
for words, and I hope the Government will
realise that, unless this regulation is dis-
allowed, they will put the whole of the
eastern goldfields. out of the sandalwood
trade. In my district sandalwood is being
carted 90 miles, '

Me. Foley: Over 100 miles in some cases.

Hon, 3. TAYLOR: And cutters are pay-
ing £5 for cartage, £2 for cleaning, and
£2 12s. for railage to IFremantle. This
makes a total of £9 123, exclusive of the
cost of pulling. When sandalwood wasa
bringing £16 and £17 a tom, the men en-
gaged in pulling were able to make it pay,
but it will mot pay them at present priees.
If the sandalwood industry were properly
and thoroughly orgamised, thais State could
demand for the cutter ard puller -anything
from £18 to £20 per ton landed at ¥'re-
mantle. I hope members will not be car-
ried away by any statements regarding the
attitude of the Minister for Foreats. Thove
statements having been made, T suppese the
Government wili not allow the motion to
be disposed of until the Minister accused
hag had an opportunity to explain himself
in this House. A public meeting was held
at Laverton last week to consider the mat-
ter of the sandalwood industry. I received
a letter this morning, nrging me to move in
the direction of the hon. member’s motion,
and to call upon the Government to take
over and make the sandalwood industry a
State monopoly.

Mr. Lambert: ¥ is a State monopoly in
India, ‘

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Unfortunately, there
is not a very large supply in India.

Mr. Lambert: Fortunately for us.

_Hon. G. TAYLOR: In that sense, yes. It
vesms to be difficult for the Government to
ascertain the position of the market in
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Chma, but ‘that is the only dlﬁieult,y I see
in the way of them,taking over the indus-
try. If the Government bad someone in
China to acquaini them  with the pulse of
the market, there would be no difficulty in
handling the industry as a State concern
with every degrec of success, not only to
the State but-to those enga.ged in the in-
dustry. I regret that so much warmth has
been imported into the debate., Had the
motion : been discussed more calmly, we
might have got the decision of the House
to-pight. Putting all party feeling on one
side, I feel that the. House will see the
justice of carrying the motion, if only bhe-
canse of the effect it will have on the por-
tion of the Btate to which I have referred.
The regulatiof will do no good in the way
of preserving the sandalwood on the fields.
Sandalwood matures before it reaches the
size stipulated in the regulation. Take the
- sandalwood which comes off the ironatone
ridges of whieh I have.spoken, at least 75
per cent. of it is dead wood. What is the
vse of having a regulation to prevent any-
one putting that sandalwood on the market,
with the idea that if it is left, it will grow?
If the Conservator of Foreats can convince
me that dead sandalweod will return to life
under his regulation, I shall baek down,
but I can see no reason why we; by regula-
tion, should preserve sandalwood which has
ceased to grow. The white ants gradually
eat into the dead sandalwood, which decays
and fritters away, but I believe that even
dead sandalwood-is as valuable ‘on the
markets of the world as that which is et
in its green state, and in some instances
more valuable, T lmpe the motion W]l] be
carried. i

[Resolved: . That motions - be jeontinued.] .

Mr. WILLOOCE {QGeraldton) [8.5]: I
am pleased. with the assurance given by the
Premier - that the regulation will not bhe
given effect to until the House has had an
npportumty to give a . decision on the
motion, .The Premier gaid he eould see Mo
harm in the regulation .as promulgated. I
can esee great harm in it. Men wha have
been engaged: in cuttmg sandalwood durmg
the last 12 or 18 months have informed me
that, owing to the ungertainty created by
the regnlat.lon, they, are afraid to coatinue
eutting. Thig" is one of the bad effects
which has followed the gazetting of the
regulation.. All eroupd the Murchison fields,
from Mullewa to Meekatharra, cntters are
under the -impression that no sandalwood
could be sold after the 18t August unless it
was of the size prescribed. Mr, Taylor has
referred to the matter of dead wood. The
regulation is strangely silent regarding
dead sandalwood.

Mr. Mullany: The regulatmn would not
apply to dead wood.

Mr, WILLCQCK: The regulation only
stipulates sandalwood of a certain -circum-
ference.
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Mr, Mu]]any But it would not apply to
dead wood.

Mr. Green: But it does not 8ay 80,

Mr. WILLCOCK: My complaint is that
the regulation does not definitely exclude
dead wood. People are uunder the, impression
that it is necessary to sign a statutory
deelaration setting forth that the sandal-
wood in their possession was cut bafore 8
certain date. As a justice of the peace, I
have been .asked to sign a declaration
of thiz description so that the sandal-
wood in hand could be so0ld. A num-
ber of men have gone out of the industry
on account of the uncertainty, and because
they were under the impression that they
would be unable to sell any sandalwood
after the prescribed date if it were below
the eircumference set forth in the regula-
tion., I think the amount of the royalty is
too high. I do not know whether the Govern-

" ment were serious in their intention of giv-

ing & monopoly of the industry to one firm
but, if they had desired to create an uproar,
they could not have been more sucegssful,
We know the practice with traders; if they
wish to inerease the price of their commodi-

ties, they first of all put on an inerease of
10 per cent. and, after an uproar has been
ereated, they gracefully reduee the price hy
714, per cent., which leaves them 21 per cent.
If the Government, in imposing a royalty
of £2 a ton on sandalwood, had not adopted
some other subterfuge, there would have been
an uproar; hut, having promuigated some
secheme which would make a big difference
to the sandalweod cutters, the Government
acceded to their wishes in the latter respect
and attained their own object of increasing

.the royalty by 100 per cent. without serious

opposition. . We have not heard any member
of the Country party on this question, but
if the produect of the farmer was subjected
te a royalty of 16 per cent. over and above
the ordinary charges, how ivould they view
the matter?. Lf, with wheat at Gs. a bushel,
the -Government had imposed a.royalty of la.
—after all, the getting of sandalwood entails
as much labour as wheat growing and is not.
by any means so profitable as is wheat '
growing at present—this Chamber would@ not
have bheen- big enough to contam members
in their indignation.

Mr, Money: The farmer grows his pro-
duce, but Nature grows the sandalwood. -

Mr. WILLCOCK: The toll on the sandal-
wood industry is altogether too great. If
the Govermment could’ guarantee a. cértain
price to the getters, it would not be so bad.
It has been suggested that the royalty should
‘be fixed on a sliding -scale aecording to the
price ruling for the sandalwood.- If the
price went up to £20, a royalty of £3 or £4
might be charged, but when the price receded
to the level that generally rules—about £8
a ton—the amount of the royalty should not
exceed what was imposed in years gone by.
The cost of sandalwood has increased because
all the sandalwood in close proximity to the
railway lines hag long sinee heen pulled and,
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unless & good price is obtainable for the
eommodity, the industry must cease to exist.
What applies to the eastern goldfields dis-
tricte applies also to my own distriet. The
wood grows to a certain stage, and then a
drought or a bad season stops the growth
and, if the drought lasts long, the trees die
off. People in the industry are,.under the
impression that no matter whether the wood
is dead or in any stage of dying, it must not
-- be cut unless. it reaches the standard measure-
ment of 14 inchea cirenmference. T.trust
that if the motion is earried, the Government
will see that the same conditions which pre-
vailed formerly are reverted to. If has been
said that there is in existence another regu-
-lation which might be put into operation. .

Mr, Pickering: If this motion is carried
tliat will be the intention of the House,
. Mr. WILLCOCEK: Yes. The regulation
has been in existence for a number of years,
but has been allowed to go by the bLoard.
I hope that the motion will be carried, and:
that this regulation which has been in exist-
ence for seme years will not be put into
effect. co.

On motion by Mr, Pickering, debate ad-
journed.

PAPERS—RAILWAY WORKSHOPS,
CO_OLGA'RD]:E., REMOVAL,

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.15]: 1

move—

That all papers in connection with the
removal of the railway workshops, Cool-
gardie, be laid upon the Table of the
House. '

* There are features in comnection with the
removal of these workshops that are very
questionable. I do not wish to say any-
thing under privilege that I .could say
from the confidential information I, have re-
_ceived regarding  the .reasons ° which
prompted the district engineer to recom-
" .mend that these workshops should be re-
moved from Coolgardie to Kalgoorlie The
fact remains that he acted, to say the least
of it, in an indisereet if not -unscrupulous
manner., I do not in the slightest degree
blame the Commissioner of Railways. In
adopting the recommendation of the distriet
engineer I think the. Commissioner was
prompted by the belief that s considérable
saving would acerue to the Railway Depart-
ment, If that were the cdse I wounld not be
justified in saying a word against the dis-
trict engineer in making that recommenda-
tion. I helieve, however, that he rather de-
sired to live in a more congenial locality
than Coolgardie, and that this was what
prompted him, soon after hiz arrival in
Coolgardie, to recommend this removal.

The Premier: Surely there is no better
place than Coolgardie to live in?

Mr, LAMBERT: Not at certain times of
the year. The district cngineer was new to
his surroundings, having recently arrived
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from Geraldton, and probably the glamour
of such an attractive town as Kalgoorlie,
with its picture shows and other recreations
of a harmless nature, made him think it
would be more to his liking to live there
than in Coolgardie. That at all events is
the accepted belief. I hope I am not doing
him an injustice i saying ‘so. His actions
after the Commissioner had given his
formal approval to the removal of the work-
ghops lent a good deal of coléur to this
guggestion. Not only -did he get down a
special body of ‘men to have the work of
removal carried out, but he alsc worked
them * overtime on Saturday. Moreover,
when 1 suggested that his hand shounld he
stayed until I eould discuss the matter fully
with the Commissionér he practically sug-

.gested that it was too late then for amy-

thing to be done that would retain the
workshops in Coolgardie. If the distriet
engineer had been prompted by a considera-
tion for the requirements of the department,
and had in view the better and more. econo-
mical working of our railways, he would not
have made that suggestion.. I have never
met the district engineer, Mr, Sargent, but
I believe that he acted hastily in this mat-
ter. T would not be one to take a parochial
view of anything that was in the interests
of the State, and I do not stand here as a
member to speak -in any parochial sense,
but in moving this motion I am actuated by
a desire to see ‘from the papers whether this
action, which led up to the sudden removal
of these workshops was justified. I am pre-
pared to accept, without any qualifications,
the statement of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways that he felt this would contribute to
the more eeconomigal working of the system.
It is my belief that the Commissioner in all
his acts has had that desire in view. In this
matter, however, I think Ye has been mis-
led, and until we can peruse the papers and
gee in what manner .the disirict engineer
proposed to effect a.saving, I shall not be
gatisfied that he acted judicially, or in the
interests of the department or the State.
In- Kalgoorlie we have certain bungling

" bumbles whoe represent the .people in the

munieipality, and are always clamouring for
things {0 be removed to Ealgoorlie, Some
of these do aot, possess the attainments of
a blackfellow or any conception, idea, ex-
perience or knowledge heyond the extremse
points of Hannan-strest.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Pickering: Is that the opinion of the
member for Kalgoorlie? .

Mr. LAMBERT: That is a meagre con-
geption of the opinion the hon. member pos-
sesses, if he will only give expression to
it.

Mr. Green: I have told them pretty often
my opinion of them,

Mr, LAMBERT: I know the hon. member
has justifiably expressed his opinion of the
narrow view of those people upon.a ques-
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tion of this kind. The othér day a member
of ‘the Kalgoorlie Road Board, an obscure
concein that is delegated with the right to
‘lock after some footpaths ‘in Hannasi-
street

Mr. SPEAKER The hon. member i8 not
in order in discussing road boards on this
motion,

Mr. LAMBERT: I desire to show what
agitations have oecorred in this and other
_respeets, which have led up to the centrali-
sation of departments-of thig deseription in
Kalgoorlie, If you, Sir, think it is foreign
to the motion, I will not contimue in this
-gtrain, . )

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
procéed: by. way of illustration. -

Mr. LAMBERT: By way of illustration,
[ wish to say that if these bungling bumbles
were permitted to have their way, the Par-
liament of this State would be sitting in
" Kalgoorlie.  This House has expressed a
certain view with regard to our railway sya-
temx and its -development. Embodied and
embraced in that expression of opinion is
the desire to see the Esperance Railway
bruilt,

Mr. Smith: Is it not finished yet?

Mr. LAMBERT: It will not ‘be finished
until the -outraged electors of this country
have had something to say, and then it will
-be begun. ‘When our railway system is more
complete than it is to-day, Coolgardie will
I hope be an important centre, particularly
an important railway eentre. It is passing
strange that on the eve of the construetion
of the Esperance Railway, involving as it
will the question of maintenance and admin-
istration, these railway workshops should be
removed. :

The Premier: It is not far from Widgie-
mooltha to Kalgoorlie.

Mr. LAMBERT: Some of the wise heada
in Kalgoortie, to whom certain powers have
Leeun, delegated, have already suggested that
we ghould pull up the railway from Widgie-
mooltha to Coolgardie, and lay it from Wid-
giemogltha past their own tin-pot stores and
other things to Kalgoorlie,

* Mr. Green: Do not be teo hard upon “them,

Mr, Mungie: It would be a better paying
proposition than where it is now,

Mr. LAMBERT: If 1 were to make all
the indiscreet remarks the hon. member
makes at times, I do not think I could be
too hard wpon some of those
bumbles. It is sometimes a wholesome
JShing to-put them in their proper place.

Mr. Green: I think you are indisereet
now, _ )
Mr. LAMBERT: I know the hon. mem-

ber does not speak as he feels. I do not
know the attitude of the Government on
this motion, but cannot see that there can
be any serious objection to it.

The Premier: No, you can have
papers,

‘Mr. LAMBERT: In that ease I will not
detain the House any longer, and have plea-

the

bungling .
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sure in iioving the. motion standing in my

‘mame, -

‘The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-

‘ tham) [8.26]: I am sure the hon, member

‘best interests of the railways. -

‘expense of primary ‘industries.
‘moat - inportant industries of Western Aus-

for Coolgardie has treated the distriet en-
gineer a little unfairly;. Whatever has been
donme in this matter had Been done in ths
" The hon.
member must realise that, I know the en-
gineer in charge very well, and I am sure
hie-would not B¢ aetuated by any such motive
ag is imputed lo him. It may be that as

‘ani energetic man he was anxious to have

the workshops removed as quickly as possi-
blee When a removal of this sort takes
place, it must be done speedily otherwise
the department would be inconvenienced for
want of the workghops, and in respeet 'to
rolling stock. I hape the hon. member does
not think ill of the engineer simply because
he decided that the removal should take
place. T bave no objection to the papers
being laid on the Table of the House.

Question put and passed,

MOTION—PRIMARY INDUSTRIES,
CUSTOMS. DUTIES.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.28): 1

move— ‘

That in the opinion of this House the
duty on all commodities essemtial o the
development of the primary industries of
this State should be removed.

As one member representing the primary in-
dustries of this State, it falls to my lot to

“move-this motion, which I think is in the in-

terests of these industries. Until 1914 it
was generally recognised by all Governments
that so far as possible all the industries of

a primary nature should he exempt from any
undue handieap. More especially was this
considered so with regard to the tariff, . The
fiseal policy was generally so arranged as to
interfere as little as posgible with the prim-
ary industries. In the States of Western
Australia, Queensland, South Australia, and

New South Wales, prior to Federatién no’

attempt was made to raise taxation at the
One of the

tralia is that of mlmng, and it must be
evident to the people of this State that if
there is one industry which more than
another is in a parlous condition to-day, it
iz mining. It is indeed difficult to comceive
the great value which the mining industry
of Western Australia has been, not only to
the pecple of this State, but to the people
of the Commonwealth as a whole. At the
time of the Weatern Awustralian mining
boom the Eastern States were languishing;
we came as théir salvation, and we beecame
the dumping ground of everything they had
to dispose of, and they in their turn became
the savings bank of Western Australia.
Nowadays we hear members on all sides of
the House representing the mining industry
crying out about the diffienlty of mining
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at a profit. They say—and I believe it is
true—that the position is fast approaching
when it will be impossible to continue our
larger mines, and even many of the smaller
mines, owing to the depth to “which mining
hag gone and the low grade of ore which
has followed in the train of that. If thia
is 30 it, behoves members representing
mining econstituencies to endeavour teo
evolve some means whereby the position
with regard to mining may be . relieved.
‘We cannot alter the conditions that nature
has imposed on the mines; those matters
are beyond our control. We cannot Te-
duce, nor do we desire to do so, the
wages of the men working in the mining
industry, or to make their condition
harder. That being so, what other
courge have we than that of redeem-
ing the industry by taking off taxation

from everything that i3 essential to mining? -

I shall deal in detail with certain items par-
tieularly affecting mining, the paatoral in-
. dustry, and the farming industry. I°shall
adduce figures collected from Commonwealth
and State returns, which will illustrate to
hon. members the exact bearing which the
tariff has to-day and which it will have in
the year 1922, figures which will show the in-
cidence that the tariff is going to have opon
the primary industries of Western Ausiralia.
The agriculturist, owing to abmormal condi-
tions, is in a more flourishing state to-day
than he otherwise would be. That I am glaa
of, beeause it is necessary for the State that
gome at any rate of its producers should be
prosperous, DBut advantage is being tnken
of that prosperity by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to increase the tariffl in every econ-
ceivable way as against the farmer. As it
ig with mining, so it is with agriculture,
Turning to coal mining, we find that the im-
plements regnired in working and rleveioping
coal mines are also being penalised through
the tariff. Again, with regard to the timber
industry we find that everything reguired for
the working of the forests and ‘he running
of the mills is heavily taxed by the Comumon-
wealth’ through the tariff.  The whole pros-
perity of Australia is dependent upon our
primary industries. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
tion. .

Mr. PICKEERING: 1 thank the member
for North-East Fremantle for that interjec-
tion, The population which not only West-
ern Augtralia but also the Commonwealth as
# whole desires is population that will go
into the eountry. We are not anxicus to im-
port town dwellers. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, for the second-
ary industries,

Mr., PICKERING: If this country is to
develop, the population must go into our
vacant apaces. We must open up those areas
which will support additional population, ang
the only way we can do that is by making
conditions in those areas such as will enable
settlers to earn & prosperous living.

And upon popula-

Mr. Chesson: The only way to do that is

by increasing the secondary industries also.
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Mr, PICKERING: On the contrary, our
secondary industries will develop as the coun-
try develops. We now require population.
which will develop our primary industries,
because then we shalli have our cities devel-
oping secondary industries c¢ommensurately
with the development of the State. The
policy of fostering the secondary. industries
at the expensé of the primary industries is
the most suicidal ever introduced into the
Commonwealth. The prosperity of Australia
has been not becavse of our secondary indus-
tries but in spite of them. If we have not
that coming from the seil which will support
the population, it iy futile to think of devel-
oping the secondary industries. Figures are
the best means-of convincing members of the
position as it is to-day. The figures which
I am about to give bhave been collated from
Commonwealth and State returns, and they
have been obtained by a competent authority
at the request of associations of pastoralists,
agricnlturists, and men interested in the min-
ing industry. Let me deal with the farming
position first. In 1914 mowers were free;
it is the intention of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to put on mowers, in 1821, 48s. or

. 30s, or 30 per cent, or 45 per cent., which-

ever yield the highest duty. On metal parts
and spare -parts of mowers the duty is to be
135d. or 2% d. or 30 per cent. or 45 per eent.,
whichever may bhe the highest. Reapers and
binderg after the 1st January, 1821, will pay
a dpty of 130s. or 200s. or 30 per cent. or
45 per cent., whichever may be the highest.
‘With regard to spare parts the position will
be the same as in the case of mowers, Om
hay rakes the duty on and after the lst
January, 1821, will be 35s. or 60s. or 30 per
cent, or 45 per cent., whichever may be the
highest. In the case of harvesters and strip-
pers, which at present are free of duty, the
duty in 1921 is to be £12 or £15 or 25 per
cent, or 40 per cent., Whichever may be the
highest. .

Hon. "W. C. Angwin; Harvesters have not
been free for many years.

Mr. PICKERING: According to my- in-
formation they are free if from the TUnited

Kingdom. The additional amount of duty .
which will. be collected is estimated at
£15,862. Churns of all kinds, at present

free, will be dutiable at 27% per ecent. or
40 per cent. as the case may be. On corn
ghellers and implements required in dealing
with Indian corn, on stump . jump ploughs,
winnowers, ete., the tariff rates of 1914 wera
25 per cent. and 30 per ¢ent, and the new
rates will be 40 per cent. and 27%% per cent.
On chaff cutters, horse gear, etc., the present
rate of 20 per-cent. is inereased to 22%% per
cent. or 35 per cent. With respeet to agri-
cultural implements and machinery, including
testers, pasteurisers, cotton. gins, fibre ma-
chinery, horse rakes and so on the present
rate ig unil, and the new rate will be 20 per
cent, Practically in every item required by
the agriculturist there is an increase—in
some cases larger, in some smaller. Wire is
a very big item for the agriculturist. In
1914 the duty on wire was 5 per cent. In
1920 it is 52s, and 90s. per tom, and on and
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after the Ist January; 1921, the rate will be
70s. and 95s. Wire is a commodxty abso-
lutely essential to the development of sur
farming lands. Without wiré we can do
-practically nothing. Xf we cannot fence our
properties, we are unable. to run stm.k or
culfivate crops. Therefore wire ig an’ abso-
lute’ necessity; and it is an ‘utter impdcesi-
bility for any Australian State to-day to
meet the current demand for wire 2all over
the Commonwealth. In my opinion it i3
quite 1m1mss1ble for us to handle tlie posi-
tion as regards Wiré. In connection with our
poliey of land settlement and immigration
wire is one of the great essentials; and this
aleo "applies to wire mnetting. A" very high
duty indéed is put én wire netting. I can
assure hon, members that the duty on wire
vetting is greater thin it ever was and wire
netting is absolutely necessary if we are to
develop” our wheat conniry on proper lines.
It is necessary that farmers should have it
to enable them to run sheep. If we are in
earnest about affording settlers a full oppor-
tunity to ‘use the propertles they hold to the
beat advantage, "it is necessary that wire
netting shounld be made available fo them at
once. If we ‘recognise that the Common-
wealth is unable to supply the ne.ttmg in
anything, like the gnantities desired, it is an
unjust and iniquitous procedure to 1mpose
upon farmérs an additional cost for no other
purpose than to bolster up an industry which
. does not exist,’ It is placing a big guml in
the pockets of the people. who bandle wire
netting, and they are tha only one who derive
any beneﬁt When 1 first took up land in
this State about 18 years ago, I bought No.
10 galvanised wire at £0 10s. a ton. That
same wire to-day costs nearly £90 10s,

The Premier: .That is not on aceount of
the duty.

Mr. PICKERING: No, but in addition to

- that cost the Commonwealth are pgoing to
levy an extra duty on the wire.

Mr. Chesson: We are not getting it from
Overseas now.

Mr. PICKERING: We are getting very
little in Awstralia. - Another matter I desile
to deal with is locombtives. I do not think
we are turning out too many in Australia to-
day. In 1914 the duty on locomotiives wias
25 to 30 per cent.; now it is 2715 to 40 par
cent.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We could maké them
at Midland Junction cheaper than we ¢ovld
import them.

Mr. PICKEERING: But we are not mak-
ing them at the present time.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Wages and ‘material
have gone up so much, :
Mr. PICKERING:
other items to which I wouid, draw attention,
items connected with mining. I have re-
ferred to wire at some léngth in connection
with agriculture; this article is also used ex-
tensively in conncetion with mining. ‘The
difference between what was collected on wire
in, 1914 and what will be collected under the
1920 tariff is £175,517. That sum of money
will come out of the pockets of the producers.
Suppose we established a factory in which

There are one or two

[ASSEMBLY.]

to make these different requirements, where
would that factory be? In Western Ausira-
1ia? I doubt it very much., If anyone can
produce the ecapital required -for "the estab-
lishment of such au -industry,
whether that capital would find its way to
this Btate. With regard to corrugated gal-
vanised cheet irom, the present doties are
20s. and 30s. per tom, and under’ the new
tariff the duties will ba '72s. and 110s,
On corrugated iron not galvanised the duty
in 1914 was the same as that on ihe gal-
vanised ifon. Two other itéms are waler
bore ¢asing tubes, and wrought irom and
steel pipe. In 1914 it was free and 10 per
cent., and under the new proposal the rate
will be 2734 per cent., or 40 pér cent. either
for the preterential or general tariff.

Mr. Mungie: It is a pity they do not re-

.ciprocate and give Australia- prefereuce for

some of our commodities.

Mr. PICKERING: I would draw atten-
tiob to ‘the items, coal cutting machines,
rock cutting appliances, rock boring machi-
nery, etc. Im 1914 the duties were 25 and 30
per cent. and in 1920, 27% and 40 per cent.
It must be remembered that these imple-
ments are used in many instances in connce-
tion with prospecting ventures, and it must
be borne in mind that these implements may
not develop what is required. In prospect-

“ing one may not get what he expeets. Every-

body comnected with the development of mnin-
ing knows that it is most important that
mining machinery should be of the latest
possible type in the direetion of labour sav-
ing and in the way of safety. All these mat-
ters have to be taken into consideration, and
no matter what the protective duty may be
on particular implements, ecountries like
Ameriea, from which the machines come, are
always evolving implements of a more ad-
vaneed nature, and in order to be wp to date
it is necessary to import the 'latest appli-
ances. If high duties are placed on these
articles, the position is made mere diffienlt
for those engaged in mining. It should be
the business of the Commorwealth Govern-
ment to relieve an industry of every pos-
sible handieap. In that way only can we hopa
to assist in the development of the industry.

The Premier: Do you want the whols
of the duties removed?

Mr. PICKERING: T am not askmg that
the House should endorse a motion fer the
removal of the whole of the tariff; I am
merely agking for the removal of the duty on
those commodities ecssential to the  develop-
ment of the primary industries. At the pre-
sent time the duty om many implements re-
quired underground is- free for British and
10 per cent. for foreign, but nnder the new

_proposals the duty will be 27 and 40 per

cent. With regard to chain blocks and
travelling blocks, pneumatic elevators and
cOnveyors, rotary blowers for smelting, ete.,
I would like to read this paragraph—
The material enumerated in, statistieal
No. 384 had a speeial elassification under
Tariffts 1908-11 and 1914, viz,, Rate F.

I doéubt .
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5 per cent,, F. 10 per cent. Ouly one item
is now specm]]y mentioned and included
in Item 175, Other enumerated items will
now fall under classification according to
the view of the Minister of Customs, Judg-
ing from the charucter of material, it is
likely that most will come under Items
178 (¢} or alternately some may be deter-
mined to be manufacturers of metal, n.ei.,
not having the characteristics of machmery
a3 defined by the department. It would be
well to ascertain from the Minister the
item number which he proposes te place
on the goods. The class of goods involves
@ large value, and it is a gquestion whether
such can be profitably manufactnred in
Australia, Seeing that these goods wp to
the present time have been on the free
list from United Kingdom and 5 per cent.
and 10 per cent. only -general tanff, it is
a very heavy impost now proposed, viz.,
2715 and 40 per ceni, Patent portable
hoists for underground use in mines
should certainly be freed from such a very
heavy ‘impost, being one of the essential
neeessary articles used in various sections
of work, where other classes of machinery
cannot be effectively worked to advantage.
And I could go through the list of nearly
everything that is required in the mining
industry. There are, however, hon. members
who represent the industry who can throw
_more light on this particular subject.
Before concluding my gquotations I must
refer to barbed wire. The tariff on barbed

wire for 1914 was 10 per cent. and 20 per

cent. TUnder the 1920 proposal it is geing
to be 68 shillings per cent. and 105 shillings
per éent.  Wire netting in 1914 was free
and 10 per cent. TUnder the 1920 proposal
it is to be 68 shillings per cent. and 105
shillings per cent. The item *¢Wire'’
in¢ludes woven wire, measuring over 20

holes to the lineal ineh, and the rates are,

United Kingdom free, general 15 per cent.
Rattery screens must be made from the
finest and hest steel, being subJect to such
heavy astrains when the ore is passing
through, and consequently there should notl
be any limitation to the size. The primcipal
imports are from the United Kingdom and
the United States of America. The tariifs
pressing on the primary industries are very
heavy indeed. Then there are the traction
and portable engines, and ‘the motor en-
gines; every conceivable power that is used
in our primary industries is being heavily
taxed, On engines, gas and oil, the duty

has heen raised by 25 and 40 per cent, Gas -

and oil engines are used in all branches of
industry. The proposed ~duty on these
engines will be a very heavy tax, as they
* are being used throughout Australia when
other engine power is not available. The
farmer, agriculturist, and other setilers
bave them installed for many varieties of
work, It is clear ‘that the proposed tariff,
additional to that of 1914, justifies me in
asking members to support my motion. I
have always been a disciple of a revenue
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tanE and I am convinced that the pelicy
which will beat help Australia is not that
of probibition. If I am unable to obtain
any more for the primary producers than
the removal of the tariff from their tools
more light on this .particular subject
of trade, it will at all events go far towards
strengthening the hands of members of the
Federal Parliament who are anxicus fo
afford that very necessary relief. I feel
sure that T ean count on the support of
members opposne, who more or less directly
‘represent the important miniig industry.
There are also on this side members who
represent that industry, but I do not feel
that I need appeal so strongly to them, be-
cause I know they are entirely in sympathy.
with me. T hope hon. members will view
this guestion seriously, and appreciate the
great bearing the tariff will have on our
primary industries. In view of their motto
of produce, produce, produce, it is, in my
opinion, the duty of the Government to sup-
port the motion.

On motion by the Premier,

debate ad-
jouarned, .

MOTION—RAILWAY PROJECT:
) CARNARVON-KILLILIL
Mr. ANGELQ {Gascoyne) {9.5]: I move—
That in the ,opinion of this House the
tirme has arrived for thé construetiom of
a railway from the port of Carnarvon to
the junction of the Gascoyne and Lyons
Rivers, approximately 105 wmiles.

I have here a few plans which will
illustrate the arguments I intend to ad-
vance, and with your permission, Mr.
Spedker, I will have them distributed
amongst members, I do not suppose there
are half a dozen members who ever heard
of the township of Killili, situated at the
junetion of the Gascoyne and Lyon Rivers,
and, further, I do not believe there are a
dozen members who, until they saw my
nofice of motion, were aware of a project for
the boilding of this railway. -I can assure
them, however, that such a scheme has been
discussed in the Gascoyne district for many
years past. When first T was elected, three
years ago; I was not in favour of this rail-
way, thinking the time had not arrived for
its eonstrmuction. I continued of the same
opinion until last year. But, with the
advent at Carnarvon of one of "the largest

and most up to date meat works, the posi-
tion is now completely changed. Without
the railway, the meat works cannot be of
the same benefit to the State as they will
be if the railway is counstructed, and I am

- prepared to admit that, without the meat

works, the railway was scarcely warranted.
I hope to be able to convince hon. members
that the projected railway will be of very
great benefit not only to the distriet, but to
the whole of the State, and also that it will
be a profitable concern "from the jump. Firat
of all it will benefit the distriet, At
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present carting on the Gascoyne is-a most
expensive item, pastoralists and others heing
€alled upon to pay 1s. 3d. per ton per mile
for the carrying of their wool and stores,
ia addition to which they have to guarantee
back loading for the same tonnage at 1Ia.

" 3d.; amd, since the uploading is only about

one-half of the down loading, it means that

* those using the teams are paying anything

N

from 1s. 9d. to 2s. per fon per mile. The
railway will also assist the back ecountry
people in giving them some of the comforts
to which, I think, all pioneers are entitled.
It is impossible to get fruit, butter, and
other like commodities when the ecarriage
of those products is dependent om a team.
Another lLienefit which the railway will con-
fer is that it will bring Carnarvon within two
days, and also the Ashburton within, say,
three days of the rail serviee to {Pert.h.
The distance from Perth to Carnarvon
overland is 800 miles, 340 of which is
covered by the Wongan Hills-Mullewa rail-
way, while another 105 wmiles will be cov-
ered by the projected railway, which, by the
‘way, will run over the worst length of the

track, At present it takes nearly a day.

to eover that 105 wiles, eonsisting as it does
of loose, heavy sand. If the railway were
built,  passengers and mails leaving Perth
vould complete the journey by rail to Mul-
lews, by motor_to the junction, and by rail-
way to Carnarvon; in an hour or two over
tro days, which would benefit not only the
Gascoyne peoplé, but alse the people.
Ashburton and Roebourne, -Once the line is
built a Tegular motor serviee will be estab-
lished. The -proposed line would materially
assist closer gettlement on the Gascoyme, along

the banks of which we have some of the

finest land in the State. It is useless to
bope for any widespread ssttlement along
that nver until we have means of transport.
Up the river from Carnarvon to the junection
are many permanent pools, the water from
which could be utilised for the production of
tropieal fruit and fodders. I am convinced
that, very shortly after the construction of
the railway, we shall have several mnew set-
tlenents along the river. A number of.in-
dustries wounld be started and successfully
conducted if the railway were built.

Mr, Mungie: Then there would be a fair
freight on bananas. .

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, We are sending
£70,000 annually to Java for bananas which
could be successfully grown in that district.

Also pig and lamb raising would be profit-

ably carried on if railway facilities were
provided to the meat- works which are to
be very shortly operating in Carnarvon. The
member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood), 1
hope, will be able to tell us something of
the mining possibilities of the Gascoyne. He
ijs personally acquainted with that phase of

-the question, and therefore I intend to leave

its elaboration to him. Tn addition to the
benefit that would acerue to the digtrict
from the eonstruction of the railway, 1
should like to point out the benefit that

“loss of stoek in adverse seascns.

of -

the district.
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would be gained by the adjoining distriets.
First of all, the railway wounld give a per-
fect assurance, mot only to the Gaseoyne
but algo to the Upper (iascoyne, Ashburton,
Pilbara and Roebourne districts, against
However, -
I intend to dwell upon that at a later stage.

Also the railway would assist the people

further north to get their maile and passen-

gers more tegularly. I come, thirdly, to |
what this railway would do for the State, _
It wouldl mean the opening uwp of six mil-
lion to ten million acres of additional stock
country. We all ‘recognise that the further
the railway iz carried inte the interior, the
fogther inland will settlement proeceed. That
has been proved to the satisfaction of all
who are acquainted with the Marble Bar
railway, This would mean extra stoeck for
export and also for home consumption, and
such production would: bemefit the State.
materially as well as the distriet concerned.
The State would alao benefit by the addi-
tional rents which would be secured for the
increased area which would come under
stocking and, with the advent of the rail-
way, it would be only.a fair thing to charge
those pastoralists, who benefit direectly by
its -coming, an additional rental for their
pastoral leases, Later om, when an amend-
ment to the Land Act is under considera-
tion, I hope to move for the insertion of an
additional clause which will enable reclassi-
fication to he made on all pastoral leases
which are henefited by the construction of
any railway or the opening up of any new
port and, if that clause is agreed to, it will
ot be necessary to wait for 15 years, as it
is necessary to do now, hefore any reclassi-
fication of pastoral leases can take place.
Then, by the additional land taken up by
pastoralists and by the increased herds
which this railway wonld enable the present
pastoralists io carry, the State would bene-
fit by the extra income tax and land
tax which would be received from these
directly henefited. There would bhe extra
business for the commercial community
in the metropolitan area beeause - the
railway would mean increaged population in
Members will notice that, to
the eastward of Carnarvon and especially to
the North-East, there is a considerable
area of country that is not being stocked
at the present time. All of that covn-
try would be taker up, improved. and used
for earrying stoeck, a faet which. would
benefit the State wvery materially. At
present Western Australia is carrying sheep
to the number of seven millions, and it is
capable of earrying 100 millions or the
equivalent in Thig stock on” the basis
of* what the Eastern States are ecarrying.
Fourthly, this railway would benefit the
nation as a whole, because we all realise the
North-West is -the most vulnerable part of
Australia and that, from a defence point of
view, population there is very necessary, This
rdilway would greatly assist to attract popu-
lation to the North. I would now like to
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describe the country through which this rail-
way would pass. Members will notice on the
maps which have been distributed that the
proposed track of this railway is marked in
red. Carnarvon is a port 500 miles by sea
north of Fremantle, and the nearest railway
is the terminus at AJana, some 300 miles from
Carnarvon. The Gascoyne River, which takes
its rise about 100 miles north-east of Peak
Hill, runs in a westerly direction until it
reaches the sea at Carna:vOn The Lyons
River takes its rise in the Teano Ranges

about 100 miles north of the source of the:

Gascoyne River, and also runs in a west-
erly direction until zbout 100 miles from
the sea, and then it takes a sudden turn to
the south and junctions with the Gascoyme
at the township of Killili, 105 miles from
the port. The map alse shows the rainfall
line, whieh i¥ represented by -a thin blue line,

There is a range of mountains, running
parallel to the sea, about 90 miles from
Cdrnarvon. It runs about 100 miles north

. of the river and about the same distance
to the south, and the Gascoyne River comes
through the mountains at a place ecalled
Skipka Pass. The range of mountains is the
line of demareation between the winter and the
summer raing, The line showing the 10 inch
.rainfall, to which I have directed atiention,
is also the line of demareation Letween the
summer rains and the winter rains. This line
runs down in a kind of gulf with Killil]
right at the bottem of the gulf. This
is the point where the summer; rains cease.
Al those distriets north of  that point
depend on summer for their rains. We to the
west of the Kennedy Range and alse to the
south, right.away down to Mullewa, depend
on winter for our rains, Further to the
north of - the 10 inch mark, they have a 10
inch to 15 inch rainfall, whereas we to the
west of the Kennedy Range and also from
the junctién right down to Mullewa, have

to be content with a seven inch to eight inch-

. rainfall. The consequence is that those dis-
triets north of the junction and depending
on their summer rains have fat sheep at the
end of the swmmer seasom, whereas we have
not the feed.- All the stock travelling

. down fromi those districts—Pilbara, Roe-
bourne, Ashburton and Uupper Gascoyme—is
brought down along thoge stock routes
marked blue, and it all comes down to the
junection. There is good feed, good travel-
ling and good water to that pomt but, from
that point, the stock has fo be travelled be-
fore it can reach Mullewa, over nearly 300
miles of dry track. Because we have not the
summer- rains, these fat sheep arrive at the
junction at the very time that our stock
route, from the junctionm to Mullewa. is de-
v01d of feed.

Griffiths: West of that lme, what 1is
the annual rainfall? .
Mr. ANGELO: Only eight inches. That

59 the difficulty. When the fat sheep reach
the junction, they are at a dead end beeause,-
to reach Camnarvon, they have to travel over
100 miles on a track devoid of feed, or go to
Mullewa, a distance of 300 miles, over coun-

“right
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try almost as bire as Harvest-terrace. This
railway would give the pastoralists of the dis-
triets north of that point an absolute assur-
ance against loss in nearly every year. I do
not think I am stretching the point when I
say that, in time of adversily, the railway
would pay for itself, not directly, but in-
direetly, In one season by the value of the
stock it would save. One of the strongest
arguments we have in favour of the building
of this railway is the assurance that, when it
is built, the pastoralists, not only of our own
distriet but of those, districts to the north
of the junetion, will be able to truck their
stock to Carnarvon to be used either in the
meat works, which will be opened for opera-
tion within the next seven weeks, or to ship
them south to Fremantle. I can say without
fear of contradietion that 80 to 90 per cent.
of the loss in condition and of martality in
travelling stock from. these wvarious districts
occurs between the junetion and Mullewa,
I would like members to observe the stock
routes marked on the map. Nearly every one
of them comes in at the junction which
shows what -an important point that ia. At
Carnarvon we are just completing one of the
largest and most up-to-date meat works inm
Australia. Those who have had the privil-
ege of visiting the works and who have seen
similar works in the Eastern States will bear
out what I say. Probably meat works will
also be.established further up the coast, but
[ think T ean safely say that, at Carnarvon,
we shall have better shipping facilities than
most other ports, beecause we have no tidal
difficulties. With a little expenditure later
on in the way of dredging, and that will be
a matter of dredging only sand, we shall soon
have a harbour and a wharf eapa.ble of berth- -
ing ships of a draft of 26ft. to 27ff. After

the railway is built, these meat worka will be
able to onerate.on cattle which, without

a railway they will not be able_to do owing

to the unsatisfactory and feedless state of

the track from the junetion to Carnarvon.

The cost of thia rallWay will not be large;

I mean the engineering difficulties w111 not

be very great.

The Premier: That is another matter.

Mr. ANGELO: From Carnarvon right up
to the Kennedy Range, a distance of about
90 miles out of the 105 miles, the track will
be as level as St. George’s-terrace. There
are no creeks worth mentioning to cross and
nc¢ embankments will be necessary. I do not
suppose that half a dozen culverts will be
necessary in the whole track. When the line
reaches the Kennedy Range, it can follow
alongside the river, and the
grades will mnot be very great be-
cause the hills disappear at that point to get
higher -to the south as well as to the north.

Mr. Underwood: You could keep off the
Eennedy Range altogether.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, we could do that.
VYery little ballastlng woqu be required for
the line,

Mr, Underwood: An ordimary navvy could
lay the lime.
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. Mr. ANGELQ: Yes. . .

Mr. Foley: I suppose navvied will lay
it. .7

Mr, ANGELO: It will not be necessary
to provide much rolling stock. Owing to
the erection of the meat works and the in-
creased rolling stock that they will neces-
gitate, the Government have already pro-
mised to provide us with all the trucks
necessary for the works line. A second en-
gine for Carnarvon has already been or-
dered, and I think that if ohe additional
engine were provided, this railway could be
ron to the satisfaction’' of all,

The Premier: I hope you will need a few
,more trucks than you will have on your
- jetty. :

Mz, Underwom‘l: iWe are 'getting them
now,

Mr. ANGELO: In connection .with the
Marble Bar and other railways, there is a
considerable annual cost for upkeep and to
repair the damage done by washaways.
There will be nothing of that kind in con-
nection with this railway., I have been told
that in Franee, Egypt, and other parts of
_the world that have been centres in the late
war, there are great numbers of rails that
were specially built for railway work dur-
ing the war.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There are stacks ot
them along the side of the "Canal, but they
are very light rails.

Mr, ANGELO: These rails are built with
sleepers attached. X

. Mr. Underwood: They are no good to us.

Mr. ANGELO: I had a talk to Mr, Pid-
geon, the engineer attached to the railways,
and he thinks there are some rails which
could be used on a 3ft. 6in. line.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:. They are very light.

Mr, ANGELO: We only want a light
railway. *

Hon, W, C. Angwin: You mean those with
slespers attached. :

My, ANGELO: I think they are called
Deceauville rails, and have iron sleepers at-
tached. Passibly the rails might do; at all
events I would ask the Govermment to make
inquiries regarding them. Some people have
pointed out the fgilure of the Marble Bar
railway. | .

"M#. Smith: Tn what respect?

Mr. Underwood: In no respeet whatever.

Mr. ANGELO: Althongh the- Marble Bar
railway has been run at a loss it has been
6f considerablé help in the development of
that ‘part of the State.

Mr. Smith: So are other railways being
run at a loss,

Mr. Underwood: It is no exception in the
State railways. :

Mr. ANGELO: 1 will give the House a
few figures regarding the Marble ‘Bar rail-
way, which may be illustrative of what 1
am - going to say, namely, that these rail-
ways improve in their earning eapacity as
the years go by. I have the figures for the
lnst four years only. For the year 1915.16
the earnings of the Marble Bar railway
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amounted to £9,876, and the wages and cost
of running amounted to £12,327, showing a
loss of £2,461. 'Then there is interest on _
top of that, amounting to something like
£13,000 a year.

Mr. Smith: If they used petrol-driven
motors instead of ‘locomotives there might
be a profit, ‘

Mr. ANGELO: For the year 1916-17 the
earnings were £9,184 and the disburse-
ments £9,705, showing a loss of £5621, as
against £2,451 for the previous year,
For the year 1917-18 "the earnings
were £9,197 and the expenses £5,194. .
It will thus be seen that in that
year the fogs had disappeared and there was
a surplus of £3. In 1918-1% the earnings
amounted to £0,983 and the expenditure to
£0,362, showing a profit of £621. From
the original loss of %£2,451 in 1915-16 the
railway improved in four years until it
showed a prefit of £621, These figures show
that even if for a few years a railway may
not be as payable as hon. members would like
to see, not only does it benefit the State, but
it helps in. the production of wealth, and it
becomes payable as the years go by. I
bhave .a “rough " estimate here which I would
like the Premier to listen to.

The Premier: I have been smothered with
figures to-might. ) . ,

Mr. ANGELQ: The Premier should Hsten
to these figures, This is an estimate of the
revenue that the proposed railway would
earn. The people in my district are not
looking to the Government for ireights at
the same rate for the carriage of their pro-
duece and for their goods as are imposed
down here. We are paying from 1s. 8d. to
2s. per ton per mile for the earriage ot
our produce and our goods. My people say’
they will be quite satisfied to pay l1s. per
mile until the railway is proved to he a
financial success. They will then look for
a reduction, but not before. They are quite .
willing to pay for any facilities the Gov--
ernment will give them to assist in carrying
their produce and other stock. 1 have known
of wool from stations to lie for 15 or 18
months in the wool sheds, becausé the teams -
eonld not get through owing to the.dry con-
ditions, : - )

Mr. Smith: Quite true.

Mr. ANGELO: It will pay these peaple’ to

" give the Government Is. per mile to have

-

these things done for them, in place of the
1s, 9d. to 2a, per ton per mile they are pay-
jng now. Tt is on this basis that these fig-
ures have-been compiled. On the cartiage of
wool, gkins, kangarco skins, and so forth we
expect that the railway will earn £12,000 a
year., Jt is expected that the railway will
handle’ from 12,000 to 14,000 bales a. year
from the date of its completion.

* _The Colonial Secretary: The interest and

ginking fund will run into £30,000. .

Mr. ANGELO: I am coming to that, At
the Carnarvon meat works we hope to deal
with 250,000 to 400,000 sheep per apnum.
When the railway is completed it is hoped
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that these warks will be in operation for at
least nine months in the year, By that time
"we should be dealing with 500,000 sheep an-
nually. This particular es'l‘.lmate, however,
only provides for 250,000 sheep. This runs
out, at the rate of "1s. 64d. per head, at
’ -‘:'.18,750. It costs 2s. per sheep to drove them
at present, and the pastoralist will gladly
pay 1s. 6d., and so save the loss on condition
and mortality that now oceurs, The freighi
on, goods, that is, back.freight, is estimated
to prodnce £16,000 per annum, and fares and
mails £5,000. Az soon as thqs railway is
completed, most of the passeriger and mail
traffic will go by the Junction and motor te
Mullewa. We have been told to-night that
the Gascoyne produges the finest’ sandalwood
in ‘the world. That is guite true, but vafor-
tunately most of this grows about 200 miles
inland and we are unable to reach it. When
this .railway is built it will be a different
propesition. Further, the township of Car-
“narvon and the surrounding "country are de-
pleted of firerood, and there will be a certain
amount ‘of carriage of firewood necessary.
Sandalwood and firewood afe estimated to
yield £3,000 .2 year. That gives a direct es-
timated revenue of £48,760. from the date of
the completion of the line. In addition, there
is some indirect revenue which. the line will
not be able to take credit for, but which the
Government will get because of the railway.
It is estimated from the plans that there are
six million acres of country at present held
by pastoralists who would benefit by the con-
" struction of the railway. Yt would be a fair
thing to charge these people andther 10s. per
thousand aeres, because of the facilities that
would be granted to them by building the
line. That- will provide a  further
£3,000 annually.  Judging by what has
resulted from the bnilding of the
Marble Bar railway, and taking into
consideration the large areas of land
that .are available, it is estimated that six
million acres of pastoral country at pre-
sent Lmahenated would also he taken up. If
_this lapnd is put down at £1 per thousand
acres it wowld produce another £6.000, mak.
ing a total of indirect revenue of £9 000. Tt
is, therefore, estimated that the ra1lway from
" the date when the first engine reaches the
terminus would produce in direct revenue
£48,750, and in indirect revenue £9,000.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: T have mever Known
of any railway mtroduced here that wounld
“not pay from the start. -

Mr, ANGELO: I am going to invite the
Government to get a report on these figurea
before they drive a single dog spike.

Mr. Underwood: You invite them {o put
‘the railway down first. . ’

Hon, W. G, Angwin: Why not get the re-
port first?

Mr. ANGELO: I am going to ask the
Government for a report. The total revenue
is estimated to be £57,750. " Om the expendi-
ture side, it is estlmated that as this line will
vn throngh such easy country it should not
cost more than £300,000. - Some people say
£200,000, but after a chat with the engineers
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I have come to the conclnsion that it will cost
£300,000.

The Colonial Secretary:
thousand pounds.

Mr., ANGELO: If he wishes it, .we will
make it £400,000 to please the Munster

Mr, Underwuod- That is only a quarter’s
deficit.

Mr. ANGELO: Basmg the cost on £300,
000, the interkst and smkmg fund would run
into £22.000 a year; that is at the present
mcreaaed rate of money, The Marble Bar
railway which -cost nearly £400,000 only pays
£13,000 a year for interest. The upkeep, on
the basis of the Marble Bar line, which has
to pay a considerable amount every year for
washaways which will not affect this line, I
put doewn at £10,600. ¥ would point out that
the Marble Bar railway is some 20 miles
longer than this will be. "Taking the inferest
and sinking fund at £22,000 and the cost of
upkeep at £10,000 the total ecost will be
£32,000, as- agamst a direct revenue of
£48, 750 and an ‘indireet revenue of £9,000, or
a total revenne of £57,750. There’ should
thus be a profit of somethmg like. £25,000 a
year on the railway from the date of its
completion. It will show a direct profit of
£17,000 a year without the collateral advant.
age of increased rents and the taking up of
new country. The Premier will ‘want to
know whete the money ia to come from. He
told us the other day that he had two million
pounds offered t¢ him flom Londén, Per-
haps he does not like to borrow this for the

Four hundred

development of the Southern part of
the State. - As I suggested in the
debate on the Address-in-reply, if the
Premier wanted a certzin sum of

money for the development of the North-
West the London financiers would look at
the matter from a national standpoint, know
ing how absolutely necessary it was for the
north of Australia to be developed. I am
certain if-they were told that this money was
wanted to develop the North there would be
no diffieulty din getting it I  Thawve
never known of any private business
concern in the North-West that has
not returned a profit of from 15 per
cent. to 25 per cent. on the capital invested.
If the Government carry out a work such
as this on a business fooling, I feel per-
fectly certain that they will get from it
not only interest and sinking fund, but a
profit as well. A former Government did
not hesitate to go to the London market
for a big sum to develop our goldfields by
supplying them with water. We koow the
results of the goldfields water supply loan.
It matures in about six years hence, and
we shall then have a large sum—£:»60 000
I think it is—over and above the amount
of repayment. _The Government of a
former day Jdid not hesitate to apply to
London for that loan for that specifie pur-
pose. Why shonld not the present Govern-
ment go to London and ask for,a loan for
the development of the North-West? When

‘the time comes for setiling up such a loan,

the North-West will show just as good a
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surplus as the goldfields are about to show

with regard to water supply. But the

trouble is that when one goes to the Gow-
ernment for something to develop the

«North-West, the answer always is ‘fno

money.’’  Thia money, however, will have

to be found, if necessary by a special loan.

I should like just to refer to 4 report made

by Mr. Hobler, the aceredited Common-

wealth representative sent to atcompany the
" Ministerial party to the North-West. He was
sent ostensibly for the one purpose of re-
porting on the possibility of a Western

Australian railway from Meekatharra to

Wyndham. He does not seem altogether in

favour of that proposal, but he says—

-~ For the proper development of the
eountry in the North-West Division it
will become advisable later on either to
run a spur line of light construction from
the main trapms-continental line nerth of
Mullewa towards Carmarvon, or to de-
velop this portion of the country from

- the coast inland by railways,

Mr. Griffiths : That is on the lines of
Queensland, N

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. T had a talk Wwith
Mr, Hobler, and he told me that he was in
‘favour of -developing our north-western
country on the lines of Queensland, by pro-
viding proper .shipping along the coaat, and
by running out spur lines from the coast to
the -hinterland, instead of by a trans-
continental railway as suggesteds by the
North-Weat Development Leaguve. I would
like to gquote a sentence from a speech de-
livered by Mr. Hughes on- the subject of the
railways of Australia— .

Australia’s ability to bear her debt de-

‘pended upon her flocks, and if it was

necessary to pay 30 million -pounds to

keep the sheep of Australia alive, we had
gimply got to find the money. -

Hon: W. C. Angwin: But you want to kill
the sheep. )

Mr. ANGELO: I want to turn them into
profit. Without this railway, the dry
seasons might kill the sheep and there
would be no profit' at all for the State. In
conclusion let me briefly tell the House
what the motion means. The carrying of
the motion will not mean that the Minister
for Works will divert rails from the Esper-
ance railway to Carnmarvénm, or that the Pre-

mier will leave to-morrow to go north
for the purpose of turning the -first
gsod. It méany that the Government will

have a report obtained as soon as possible,
that they will inquire what 1ails are ob-
tainable, either in the direction mentioned
by the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin} or in some other
quarter. We cannoi expect this railway to
-be built in a day. The carrying of the
motion will also mean that the Governmient
will inquire ipto the figures” which I have

-

gsubmitted to 1he House, will have them-

verified, and then obtain a repért from the
respousible engineers as to the advisable-
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ness or otherwise of building this railway.
Further, T hope and trust the Government,
will get a flying survey made of the line,
If the Government aet in this direction im-~
mediately, I for one would be quite satis-
fied to admit that they bad-gone as far as_
they could for the present. We cannot get
rails for some months to come, anyhow.
But if the preliminary steps were taken
and this riilway were placed on the railway

‘construction list, which has become a long

one, the North-West would have an assur-
ance that ita turn would ecome'in due time.
We hear of Commonwealth ships coming out
from home almost empty. Perhaps the
Government wounld be able to arrange for
large eonsignments of rails by that means.
I leave the motion to the good sense and
the business azcumen of the House, I think
I have made out a case proving that the
railway is both advisable and necessary.
I would like tv mention seven points for
the special consideration of hon. membhers,
points which .show what this railway will
mean to the Btate—

1. It .will give improved facilities for
the carriage of mails and passengers, not
only to the North-West, but to the dis-
tricts adjacent thereto. .

2. It will benefit stock owners in the
North-West, and what benefits stock
owners benefits - the whole State, :

3. It will reduce the cost of conveying
meat to the metropolitan market.

4. Tt will mean more wool, meat, skins,
tallow, and other products for export and
for loeal comsumption, thus again bene-
fiting the State. . :

5. It will mean  inserance against loss
of stock depasturing, not only in the Gas- -
coyne’ district, but in other districts aas
well. : )

That is a point I specially wish to empha-
sise; and 1 again assert that this railway,
when econstrueted, will sometimes pay for
itzelf, not directly but indirectly, in - the
course of a single twelve month.

6. The building of the railway would
mean a large increase to the State re-
venue in land rents, and in land and in-
come tax and other taxes, in the shape
of payments made by those directly bene-
fited.

., 7. The railway would assist- the de- .

velopment of the mining industry.
This last point I hope, and I think I can -
promise, will be elaborated by the member
for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood).

Mr. Smith: Are there mines in your dis-
triet® oo

Mr. ANGELO: The member for Pilbara
will, T think,' be able to inform the House
of the possibilities of that distriet in ‘the
direction of mining, T hope I have not en-
c1oached too much on the generosity of the
Houge, and I trust hon. members will give
the motion due consideration.

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
jearned.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm and read prayers.

~

‘BILL—HIGH SCHOOL . ACT
AMENDMENT.

Becond Reading. -

' The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon F.
R o Broun—-Beverley) [4.37] in moving the
geéond reading said: The purpose of the
"Bill is to aménd the High School- Act of
. 1876, increasing the number of governors
, and. providing that the additional govern-

* o1s shall be elected by the Old Boys' Asso-’

.ciation. TUnder the existing Act six gov-
“ernors are provided for, all being nominated
" by the Government. For many years the
High School was subsidised by the Govern-,
" ment to the extent of £1,000 per annum.

8ix years ago a Bill was passed, under whieh .,

' tkat subsidy ceased after an interval of
- three "years. The cessation of the subsldy
- has eredted an entirely different position in
tegard to the control of the school. Yet the
: fact that the land, valued at £34,000, occu-
pied by the school buildings is the property

[20] .
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.of the Government, gives the Government
“the right to.exercise ‘over thé school practi-
¢ally the same control as before, The Old
Boys’ Association “desire that they shall be
empowered to elect a -certain number of
membera to the board of control. Up to the

present_ 1,700 boys have passed through the’

sehool. "Prior fo the war the Old Boys’
* Assoeiation had a membership of 400 but,
owing to the number of enlistments, the
Asgociation practically lapsed. It is now
4 being revived, and has a membership of
* 200. The preseut governors of the achool
" are Mr, Battye,- who is acting chairman,
" Bir Edward Wittenoom, Dr. S8aw, the Hon.
T. P. Draper, Sir Walter James, and .Mr.
W. T. Loton. .The Bill provides for nine
.governors, three of whom shall be appointed
. by the Governor in Couneil ¢n the nomina-
tion of the Old Boys® Association.
Mr, Underwood: Who are the old. boy-s,
anyhow?® )
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : " -Boys
who have had their training in the school.
Mr. Underwood: Are they paying any
more taxes than is anybody' else? ~ ’

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No, but -

they bave an interest in the school. The

Bill provides that if the membership of the

0Old.. Boys’ Association should fail below
- 200; the Governor in Council -shall have the
r1ght to appoint the three additional gov-
ernors. Under the Act,” two of the gov-
ernors retire each year, hut under the Bill
, three will ‘retire annually, ineluding one of
" those nominated by: the Old, Boys’ Assoela-
tion. That is really the wholé purpose of
the Bill. I do not:think it contains any-
thing of a controversisl nature. I move —

That- the Bill be now read a aecond
time,

- On motion by Hon. W G, Angwu.l, debate
nd,]ourned -

. BILL—TIME OF REGISTRATION EX-
. TENSION. - o

, * Second Reading: i

- The PREMIER (Hon. J. M1tche].l—Nor-
tham) [4.23] in moving the second reading
said. The Bill ig purely a formal matter.
The public. servants were on strike from

A}

11th July te 20tk July, during which peried . -

it was quite impossible either to get stamps

or to register documents requiring registra-
tion, The Bill ia intended to extend the
time for the registration of documents by
8 period equnivalent o the time' during
. which it wds impossible to get stampa..

Hon. W. C. Angwin: On what day dld-

the public servants resume workf

-The PREMIER: On the 29th July.
< Hon. W. C. Angwin: Then a longer time
than that will be required.
ments’ that were held up could not have
been registered in the one day.

The PREMIER: No. The Bill extends
the time for the registration of those doeu-

All the docu-. -



